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Released hostages Emily Damari, Doron Steinbrecher
and Romi Gonen were reunited with their families at
Sheba Tel Hashomer Medical Center in Ramat Gan on
Sunday night, 19 January 2025, after 471 days in Hamas
captivity in the Gaza Strip.

The three women were the first of the 33 captives
expected to be freed during the first phase of the
ceasefire agreement with Hamas that went into effect
earlier in the day. The women were handed over to the
Israel Defense Forces by representatives of the
International Committee of the Red Cross inside the
Gaza Strip.

A Hamas propaganda clip released after the women left
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Finally Home Again!

the terrorist group’s control showed them being forced
to accept bags of ‘mementoes’ from their time in
captivity, including a Hamas ‘certificate of
appreciation, as hundreds of Gaza civilians looked on.

Following an initial medical examination at the
reception point near the Gaza border and their
subsequent transfer to hospital via helicopter, Tel
Hashomer General Hospital Director Dr Yael Frenkel
Nir told local media that the women’s physical
condition was good enough to allow them to focus on
reuniting with family members.

The condition of the released hostages “allows us to
focus on the important thing, which is reuniting with
their families, and to postpone delving into medical
issues for a few hours,” she stated. She added, “We are

closely accompanying them and their families.”

Hundreds of exhilarated Israelis were awaiting the
return of the three hostages outside the hospital as the
helicopters touched down.

Damari’s mother Mandy, a dual Israeli-UK national,
shortly after her daughter’s return thanked “everyone
who never stopped fighting for Emily throughout this
horrendous ordeal, and who never stopped saying her
name. In Israel, Britain, the United States and around
the world.

“While Emily’s nightmare in Gaza is over, for too many
other families the impossible wait continues. Every last
hostage must be released, and humanitarian aid must
be provided to the hostages who are still waiting to

come home.” Continued on page 3

Free, But at What Price? The Modern State of Syria Understanding Antisemitism Battling Rising Costs to
Serve Those in Need
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Editorial /-

Deals with Extreme Islamist
Regimes Cannot Bring Peace

B Andrew Tucker

International Editor | Christians for Israel

In his first days in office, President Trump
took a number of measures to support
Israel in its fight against Islamist
extremism. For example, he signed an
executive order calling on the US
Secretary of State to designate the Houthis
as a terror group, and reversed Biden’s
Executive Order which sanctioned Jews
living in Judea and Samaria accused of
“undermining peace, security and stability
in the West Bank.” Trump also lifted the
Biden Administration’s restrictions on the
supply of heavy bombs to Israel.

However, it remains to be seen how far the
new Administration will go in confronting
Islamist extremism outside its own borders.

The Trump Administration’s relations with
Qatar is especially troubling. Qatar has
played a central role in the negotiations for
the release of the hostages. According to
Trump’s Special Envoy Steve Witkoff,
Qatar had been ‘enormously helpful’ in
creating the agreement, and the
communication skills of its prime minister
had been ‘indispensable’

The problem is that Qatar is far from
neutral. On the contrary, it has a deep
interest in ensuring that Hamas is not
defeated. Qatar is a major sponsor of
terror in the region. The Qataris have
since the mid-1990s been sponsoring
radicals, sheltering terrorists and inciting
hatred of Jews. Qatar has been a base for
the leadership of the Muslim Brotherhood,
which begot many terrorist organisations
like Al Qaida and ISIS.

Qatar has been a major sponsor of Hamas.
It’s allowed Hamas leaders to live in Qatar
enjoying their billions of corrupt dollars.

Qatari media celebrate the recent deal as a
victory for Hamas. One article even
compared the ceasefire deal to the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah signed between the Prophet

Israel

Palestinian prisoners who were released in the hostage deal arrive to the West Bank

Muhammad and the Quraysh tribe, which
serves in Islamic tradition as an archetype
for a temporary agreement between
Muslims and their enemies, meant to be
violated once the Muslims grow stronger.

As Melanie Philips has written: “Qatar can
never be a solution in the Middle East
because Qatar is the problem.”

President Trump’s philosophy is that wars
must end, and all conflicts can—and should
—be resolved by making deals. This is a
naive, Western mindset that underestimates
the fact that Islamist extremist individuals,
organisations and states are not governed
by the sort of Western logical rationality
that informs the art of deal-making. Their
religiously-inspired objective is, in
summary, to destroy the infidel West,
starting with Israel and the USA.

Trump’s Special Envoy Steve Witkoff played
a crucial role in pressuring Israel to make a
deal with Hamas that involves massive
Israeli concessions. It fails to guarantee the
release of all hostages and it has opened the
door for Hamas to regroup and become
even more deeply established in Gaza.

It is reported that Witkoff has been tasked

town of Beitunia, 20 January 2025 | Photo: Flashgo

by Trump with opening negotiations with
Iran. This is dangerous. As Melanie Philips
has explained: “The Witkoff view of the
world doesn’t appear to factor in that
Islamists aren’t motivated by self-interest.
The prospect of peace and prosperity for the
region means little to people who believe
that they are the warriors of God himself in
purging the world of Israel, the Jews and the
Christians, and conquering it for Islam.”

As Christians, of course, we do not
promote war. But we do accept that war
may be necessary in order to achieve real
peace. The tragic reality is that Islamist
extremism must be defeated and
eradicated from Palestinian society. Only
then will there ever be real peace between
Israel and the Palestinians?

Nevertheless, we have an even more
important task: to intercede before the
throne of the Almighty. Let us pray all the
more fervently that further war will not be
necessary. We should pray that the Lord
Himself will intervene miraculously to
disperse Israel’s enemies, to protect and
preserve the Jewish people and that more
innocent lives will not be lost.

‘O God, do not remain silent; do not turn a deaf ear, do
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Pray for a heavenly presence to safeguard Israel’s
borders, shielding the nation from external threats
and hostility.

Pray for the protection of soldiers serving in Gaza.
Tragically, reports of soldiers losing their lives emerge
almost daily. Pray for peace and comfort for the
grieving families. Also pray for the families and friends
of the soldiers who are in Gaza, and are in constant
uncertainty about their fate.

“In His hand is the life of every creature and the breath
of all mankind.” Job 12:10. Thank God for His sovereign
care, trusting that He sustains Israel and provides for
His people through everything.

Israel and the Nations

Many Jewish students faced unsafe or even threatening
situations at school or the university. Pray that more
fellow students will stand up for the Jewish students.

not stand aloof, O God. See how your enemies growl,
how your foes rear their heads. With cunning they
conspire against your people; they plot against those you
cherish. ‘Come, they say, ‘let us destroy them as a nation
so that Israel’s name is remembered no more.” Psalm
83:1-4. From these verses, pray for protection for

Israel and Jews worldwide.

Christians for Israel

Give thanks for the teams of Christians for Israel
worldwide who are constantly working to stand in the
gap for Israel and the Jewish people. Pray that many
Christians worldwide will come to see that Israel is a
great sign of hope!

Pray for unity among Christians, including when it
comes to the topic of Israel. Pray that Christians will
support and pray for the people of Israel in unity.

For daily Prayer Points, go to: www.cgisrael.org.nz
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Free, But at What Price?

B Cnaan Lidor
Journalist | JNS

When three Israeli hostages returned to
Israel on Sunday 19 January after 471 days
in captivity in Gaza, a divided country
put aside its differences for a moment to
rejoice. Thousands of Israelis were
celebrating at Tel Aviv’s Hostage Square,
where weekly gatherings have been held
in solidarity with the hostages for more
than a year. Yet, despite the joy over the
return of several hostages, many Israelis
question the wisdom of paying the price
desired by Hamas for their release.

This doubt is typical of the moral
dilemmas facing Israeli society. Judeo-
Christian society strives to preserve
human life, but must survive in a region
where sacrificing individual lives for
Allah is often considered a privilege and
honour. At home, at work and in cafés,
Israelis breathlessly watched images of
the return of Romi Gonen, Doron
Steinbrecher and Emily Damari, young
women who were among the 251 people
Hamas abducted from Israel on 7
October 2023. To date, 94 hostages are
still in the hands of Hamas, and 33 of
them will return in the coming weeks.

Opponents Deal

The return of the first three hostages
appears to put an end to a heated debate
that raged in recent days over the price
Israel would have to pay to retrieve those
33 hostages: the release of hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners, including terrorists;
a partial withdrawal from Gaza; and a
delay of at least 42 days in Israel’s war to
dismantle Hamas. Opponents of the deal,
who largely stopped their public protests
after it was signed, argued that the release
of 33 hostages in the first phase of the deal
unfairly reduced the chances of releasing
the remaining 61. Opponents also argued
that it was likely to nullify the military
successes achieved so far against Hamas.
According to them, the deal guarantees
the survival of Hamas, and is an incentive
for terrorists to carry out new kidnappings
to free more Palestinian prisoners.

End of War?

Many fear the deal marks the end of a
war aimed at dismantling Hamas after
6,000 Hamas terrorists invaded Israel,
killing approximately 1,200 people and

Continued from page 1
Finally Home Again!

Steinbrecher’s family shared a
statement expressing “gratitude to
everyone who supported and
accompanied us along this journey.”

The statement went on to extend “a
special thank you to the people of
Israel for their warm embrace,

Visitors at Hostage Square in Tel Aviv right before the release of the first three Israeli hostages

plunging the region into war.

“My heart is burning. I cannot accept it if
my son died for nothing,” wrote Moshe
Morano, whose son, first sergeant Itai
Morano, was killed while fighting
Hamas terrorists on 11 October 2023.
Morano opposes the deal because “we
will find out in a few days that we were
deceived, as the other side regroups and
rearms to kill more soldiers. Grief'is a
heavy burden to bear. And now 1 ask
myself: what was it all for?”

Paying a Price

“A pact with the devil, no matter the
terms, is a disaster for which we will all
pay a price in the form of compound
interest; everyone knows that,” wrote
Rabbi Hagai Lundin, a leading author
and lecturer in Israel.

He calls it “a classic example of a national
lack of respite from pleasure gratification
and a preference for short-term emotional
relief over moral values.” Blaming the
government is unfair, he added, because
“after Israeli society was hijacked by the
perception that the lives of hostages are
above everything else, including the
future safety of each of us, the decision
was made for all of us.” Still, “nothing was
in vain,” Lundin wrote in an opinion
piece on Arutz 7. “Thanks to the struggle
and the enormous sacrifices made, our
situation today is immeasurably better
than it was a year and a half ago. Despite

unwavering support and the strength
they gave us during our darkest
moments. We also extend our
gratitude to President [Donald] Trump
for his significant involvement and
support.”

Gonen recorded a voice message for
residents of her hometown of Kfar
Vradim in northern Israel, telling them,

on 19 January 2025. | Photo: Miriam Alster/Flashgo

the enormous damage the deal will cause,
the stranglehold that existed around the
state of Israel has been broken.”

Government

One coalition party, Otzma Yehudit, quit
the coalition government in protest
against the deal, but failed to overthrow
the government or stop the deal.
Another party, Religious Zionism,
opposed the deal but remained in the
coalition. After the return of the hostages
on Sunday 19 January, Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich, one of the deal’s most
vocal opponents, tweeted, “Emily, Doron
and Romi, welcome home! Our hearts go
out to you, our dear sisters! The entire
nation is proud of you, weeps with you,
and embraces you endlessly!”

In Our DNA

On Sunday 19 January, Jerusalem
Minister Meir Porush asked Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
tighten security in Jerusalem, where
some of the released terrorists reside.
His concern reflects the realisation that
the released terrorists, whose identities
are known, will kill or kidnap Israelis
(again) in the future. No one
understands this better than Yossi
Kuperwasser, former head of the Israeli
army’s military intelligence. It is a “bad
deal”, he said. But Israel had to go for it,
because “releasing so many hostages is
simply in our DNA.”

“With God’s help, we will meet soon.”

“This is Romi, who returned from
captivity. Thank you to all of you,” she
stated. “l don’t yet have a clue what
you have done. I've seen a tiny, tiny
part, but you're the best. | appreciate
you more than anything, and I am
sending you hugs and kisses.”
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Hypocrisy of the UN

For months, the UN has been arguing
that many Gazans are dying from a
severe food shortage, but the problem
is that the UN itself is blocking food
aid. Dozens of trucks carrying food are
waiting to be picked up in Gaza, but
the UN argues that it is too dangerous
to pick them up. Israel has repeatedly
offered to provide security for the
trucks, but the UN has consistently
declined the assistance. | Photo: Flashgo

Surprising Result

According to a survey of Israeli Arabs,
half believe the war has created a
sense of ‘shared destiny’ with their
Jewish neighbours. In addition, 33.9 per
cent of respondents believe that their
Israeli citizenship is the most important
part of their personal identity. It is
likely that various events in the Middle
East, such as the war with Hezbollah,
have contributed to Arab citizens’
appreciation of their Israeli citizenship.
At the same time, this does not mean
that Israeli Arabs have given up their
Arab or Palestinian identity.

Peace with Israel

The chairman of the Lebanese Syriac
Union Party has called for peace with
Israel. He emphasised the need for the
country to break free from the cycle of
violence and embrace peace.
Additionally, he encouraged the country
to be neutral in conflicts in the region.

Life-saving Art

Israeli painter Elyasaf may have saved
dozens of lives with his art on 7
October 2023. Elyasaf had painted
several shelters located along roads in
southern Israel before 7 October.
These shelters have no address, but
they became identifiable thanks to his
artwork. On 7 October, those seeking
refuge in the shelters were able to
describe their locations to relatives
and police using the murals, ultimately
helping to save lives. | Photo: Flashgo
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As Iranian Power Recedes, Turkey and Its
Sunni Allies Are Filling the Vacuum

B Jonathan Spyer

Journalist

Last year was a historic year for the Middle East. 1t
began with Israel locked in the opening stages of a war
on several fronts that threatened to spill over into an
all-out regional conflagration. With the commencement
of open confrontation between Israel and Iran in April,
this possibility appeared closer than ever.

Yet by the year’s end, the picture had substantially
altered. From June onwards, Israel scored a series of
strategic successes against the Iran-led regional bloc,
leaving it bruised and diminished. The killings of
Hamas leaders Ismail Haniyeh and 7 October architect
Yahya Sinwar, the decimation of Lebanese Hezbollah’s
senior and mid-level leadership, and the 26 October
retaliation raid that destroyed Iranian air defences
exposed Tehran’s proxy alliance as lacking any coherent
response to Israel’s conventional superiority.

The history-making advance by the Syrian rebels on
Damascus in late November was made possible only by
this prior weakening of Iran and its proxies. The
Lebanese Hezbollah that existed before mid-2024
would have advanced rapidly eastwards and almost
certainly stopped Hayat Tahrir al Sham somewhere
around Hama. But by November that organisation no
longer existed.

The result of this sequence of events is that the
strategic balance of the region has substantially shifted.
So what might 2025 bring for the Middle East?

in 2024. Tehran’s conventional inferiority has been laid
bare. But its ability to continue to weaponise poverty
and the continued unrivalled popularity and vigour of
political Islam at the popular level in the Arab world
remain intact.

With the inauguration of a new US president Israel is
likely to seek support for an invigorated campaign
against Iran, with the ultimate objective now being the

Similarly, Hamas's refusal to surrender, despite the decimation
of its forces in Gaza, is testimony to the continued loyalty that
movement can inspire among its most dedicated cadres, and
to its continued ability to suppress any sentiments of

opposition to its rule.

First, it is important to understand that the Iran-led
regional alliance is down but by no means out. Tehran
and its allies remain the main threat to Israel, to the
West and to hopes for regional stability. Iran’s clients
still control Lebanon. They have the upper hand in
Iraq, where the Shia militias are a powerful force
within the government of Prime Minister Shia al-
Sudani. The Iran-aligned Houthis still control the
Yemeni capital and the greater part of its coastline. As
has been acutely apparent over the last few weeks, the
Houthis are not susceptible to the usual cost-benefit
analyses by which deterrence between states is built.
Indifferent to the fate of their own people, 8o per cent
of whom are dependent on international aid, the
Yemeni Shia Islamists appear determined to continue
their attacks on Israel and their terrorising of shipping
on the Gulf of Aden/Red Sea route.

Similarly, Hamas’s refusal to surrender, despite the
decimation of its forces in Gaza, is testimony to the
continued loyalty that movement can inspire among its
most dedicated cadres, and to its continued ability to
suppress any sentiments of opposition to its rule.

Both these ongoing campaigns should be sufficient to
cure any excessive optimism regarding Iran’s setbacks

bringing down of the Iranian regime. There is in the
Israeli political and security establishment a growing
conviction that the Iranian regime is currently both
more vulnerable than ever before, yet potentially more
dangerous.

Its vulnerability comes from the blows inflicted on it in
the second half of 2024. The danger is that with its
proxy strategy severely set back, Iran may turn toward
other elements of power projection. The ballistic
missile programme and the nuclear project are the
other two components. There appears to be a
widespread view in Israeli leadership circles that the
new incumbent in the White House will be in
agreement regarding the need for a new, forward
strategy against the Islamic Republic of Iran. Whether
or not that is true is likely to become apparent in the
course of 2025.

It is also important to bear in mind that the main effect
of diminishing Iranian power in the region over the
last year, in addition to a renewed respect for and
awareness of Israeli capacities and power, is the
advance of Turkey. HTS’s victory in Syria was a result
of the strategic acumen and Islamist commitment of
Turkish President Recep Tayepp Erdogan. Ankara’s

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. | Photo: Shutterstock

domiciling of the Syrian rebels in the northwest of the
country made possible the HTS offensive.

In the year ahead, Turkey will seek to consolidate its
control of Syria by entrenching HTS and Sunni
Islamist control and crushing alternative centres of
power in the country. The Turkish/HTS taking of
Damascus is likely to lead to a resurgence of Sunni
political Islam in the region. This may also lead to
conflict with Shia elements, for example in the
framework of the continued Shia domination of
Lebanon and Iraq. Many former officials of the Assad
regime have made their way to Lebanon. It is likely
that they may seek to foment unrest among non-Sunni
supporters of the former regime against the new
rulers.

But any notion that the revival of the fortunes of Sunni
Islamism represents a net gain for the West and its
allies should be dismissed.

The advance of Turkey and its clients raises an
alternative banner for political Islam in the region, one
with in many ways greater capacity and sophistication
than Iran.

It introduces a third focus of power, in addition to the
Iran-led bloc, and the loose alliance of US-aligned
states centred on Israel, the UAE and Saudi Arabia.

2025 will see competition between these three blocs,
with the stance of the US, and the extent of its
involvement, perhaps the key element that will
determine the course of events. Buckle up—the ride is
far from over.

This article was originally published in the Jewish Chronicle. Republish
with permission.

Jonathan Spyer, a journalist, reports for Janes Intelligence Review, writes
a column for the Jerusalem Post, and is a contributor to the Wall Street
Journal and The Australian. He frequently reports from Syria and Iraq. He
has a BA from the London School of Economics, an MA from the School
of Oriental and African Studies in London, and a PhD from the London
School of Economics. He is the author of two books: The Transforming
Fire: The Rise of the Israel-Islamist Conflict (2010) and Days of the Fall: A
Reporter’s Journey in the Syria and Iraqg Wars (2017).
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The Jewish Temple Mount:

Holy Grail for the United Nations—Part 1

B Wim Kortenoeven

Former Member of Dutch Parliament
| Middle East Specialist

The Temple Mount, located in the heart
of Israel’s capital Jerusalem, is coveted as
a holy grail by the United Nations, but
only actually revered as holy by the
Jewish people. Currently still occupied
by Muslims, this holiest site of Judaism
is a geopolitical explosive that occupies
aunique and crucial place in the End
Times: a ‘bowl of intoxication’ for the
nations, where past, present and future
will converge in fateful ways for them.

Built by King Solomon as part of the
construction of the First Temple and
doubled in area by Herod nearly a
thousand years later, the Temple Mount
covers approximately 145 thousand
square metres (14.5 acres) and is
considered the largest square of
antiquity. It is located on Mount Moriah,
where, according to Jewish tradition, the
cornerstone of the earth, the Even
Shiah’, is located and where the first man
Adam was also created. Moreover, it is
the place where God sent Abraham, then
living in Beersheva, to offer his son Isaac
as a burnt offering. In Jewish tradition,
therefore, the Temple Mount is
described as ‘HaMakom’: The Place -- the
heart of all things in the undermoon.

Tabernacle

Moriah is a summit on the central part
of the north-south running Judeo-
Samaritan ridge, but at 741 metres it is
not the highest. The Mount of Olives
and Mount Scopus, located (north) east
of it, both tower about 85 metres above
it, and the mountain located southwest
of Moriah, which today bears the name
‘Zion’, nearly 25 metres.

That precisely Moriah was chosen is
extraordinarily appropriate from a ritual
standpoint, since idols were always
practiced on the highest mountaintops
and thus were inherently unclean for
Jewish worship. We also see this
principle in Israel’s first capital Shilo,
where the tabernacle containing the Ark
of the Covenant stood for 369 years on
an insignificant hill surrounded by high
mountains.

Moriah, Salem, Jebus and Zion
The Temple Mount forms part of an
intricate play of words regarding
designations of the city of Jerusalem and
the mountains surrounding it.

Despite its exalted position, urban
development never took place on the
Temple Mount. This was due to the lack
of a natural water source. There was one
in the adjacent Kidron Valley. This
Gihon spring became the only water
supply for the town of Salem (‘Peace’)

Muslims praying on the Temple Mount, turning their backs to where the Temple once stood. | Photo: Flashgo

which was located on a lower but very
defendable southern spur of the Moriah.
After Salem (also called Jebus after the
Jebusites living there) was conquered by
King David, it was given the name
‘Fortress of Zion’ and ‘City of David.

David then bought the threshing floor
located on Moriah from the Jebusite
Arauna and built an altar to the God of
Israel there. On that site, his son
Solomon later built the First Temple.

Later, the name Jerusalem already
mentioned in the biblical book of Joshua
(r0) came back into use for the entire
city. Zion’ afterwards became a synonym
for Jerusalem and again later for the
entire Land of Israel. Zionism as a Jewish
return ideology obviously refers to this.

Jerusalem and Temple Mount
not Really Sacred to Islam

It is dogma that Jerusalem is a holy city
for Judaism, Christianity and Islam and
that the same is true of the Temple
Mount. This is factually correct for the
first two religions, but not for Islam.

Jerusalem plays a central role in Judaism,
as the eternal and indivisible religious
and political capital of the Jewish people,
and as the focal point of the Messianic
redemption promised by God Himself.
In it, the Temple Mount is the only place
where the Jewish Third Temple can and
will be built. The Western Wall (‘Wailing
Wall’) is not Judaism’s holiest site, but
the Temple Mount diagonally above it,
currently still occupied by Muslims, is.

Consequently, Jerusalem plays a central
role in the Jewish liturgy and daily
prayer cycle. When praying, Jews always
turn toward the Temple Mount,
wherever they are.

Despite expulsions and exiles, Jews in

the Diaspora throughout the millennia
have kept alive the memory of and

desire to return to Jerusalem, to Zion.

Jerusalem is also a holy city for
Christians because they carry the Jewish
books of the Bible in their tradition and
because of the New Testament events
that took place in Jerusalem, which have
their physical manifestation in
numerous bona fide Christian holy sites.

However, to the extent that Jerusalem
and the Temple Mount are holy to
Muslims, it is a holiness derived from
Jewish and Christian traditions.

Jerusalem and Islam

Jerusalem does not appear once in the
Qur’an, nor did events relevant to Islam
take place there. The Islamic
relationship with the city was artificially
linked to Quranic verse 17:2, which
recounts Islam founder Muhammad’s
nocturnal air journey with the winged
horse Boerak to the ‘distant mosque’
(‘Al-Aksa’). But Muhammad died in the
year 032, and at that time there was no
mosque in Jerusalem at all.

Jerusalem was conquered by the
Muslims six years after Muhammad’s
death. And it wasn’t until 660 that a
(wooden) mosque was erected in the
Temple Mount on the ruins of a
Byzantine church. Not until 715, by
order of the Umayyad Caliph Al-Walied,
ruling from Damascus, was a permanent
structure erected there and named ‘Al-
Masjied Al-Aksa’ (the distant mosque).
With this, Jerusalem was incorporated
post hoc into the Qur'an and the city
was given a prominent but false role in
the life of the Islam founder.

But when Muslims pray on the Temple
Mount they do so tellingly in the
direction of Mecca and with their
backsides facing the spot where the
Jewish Temples stood.

Part 2 of this article will be published in the April issue
of Israel & Christians Today.
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Revolutionary
FireDome

Israeli startup FireDome is developing
an innovative system to combat forest
fires, inspired by the Iron Dome. When
a forest fire erupts, the system
launches projectiles that release
environmentally friendly fire-retardant
fluids, creating a protective barrier to
halt the fire’s advance. Additionally, an
Al-powered system detects and
extinguishes fires sparked by embers.
FireDome is set to undergo testing in
Israel this May. | Photo: Flashgo

Sea Wave Power
Plant

Israel’s first wave power collector has
opened in Jaffa. This innovative plant
generates electricity by harnessing the
motion of sea waves through large
floaters. As the floaters move with the
waves, they drive a hydraulic motor
and generator located onshore. This
groundbreaking technology has the
potential to play a key role in Israel’s
shift from fossil fuels to renewable
energy sources. The wave energy
project has also garnered interest
from countries including Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and even Iran.

Café Otef-Re'im

In Tel Aviv, a café has been established
by and for survivors of 7 October 2023.
The café is called Cafe Otef-Re’im.
The name Otef refers to the border
area with Gaza, and Re'im to the
kibbutz that was badly hit on 7
October. The café chain is now
expanding to other cities. Located in
central Israel, Cafe Otef-Re’im serves
as meeting place for evacuees from
both northern and southern Israel,
fostering a deep connection between

the two communities.
| Photo: Shutterstock
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The Modern

B Johannes de Jong

Director | Sallux

Modern Syria is a patchwork. Regional
and international powers have been
present for centuries, at invitation or as
occupying forces, in a country
comprising a rich mosaic of cultures,
religions and ethnicities. This
situation—reflected also in other parts
of the Middle East—is largely a result of
the developments after WW1 following
the defeat of the Ottoman Empire.

In 1916, as the Ottoman Empire stood on
the verge of collapse, the French and
British governments agreed on the
partitioning of the Middle East. The
French would receive the area that
roughly overlaps with current-day Syria
and Lebanon. This secret Sykes-Picot
agreement (named after the civil servants
involved) between the French and British
would leave a deep and devastating impact
on the region. Especially for the Kurds and
Syriac-Assyrians, this would have negative
consequences up until today.

The Sykes-Picot agreement ultimately
superseded the agreements made in 1916
between the British (through their High
Commissioner McMahon in Egypt) and
Hussein bin Ali Al-Hashimi, the Sharif
and Emir of Mecca. Under the
McMahon-Hussein agreement, the
Arabs were to revolt against the
Ottoman Empire with British support
and in return the Arabs would establish
their independent Arab Kingdom in the
Saudi peninsula and Syria and Iraq.

The British essentially promised Syria to
two different parties. On the one hand,
Syria was to become a French mandate
under the Sykes-Picot agreement, and on
the other hand part of an independent
Arab kingdom. Consequently, the Arabs
and French would find themselves at
loggerheads over the area.

In 1919 the Syrian National Congress
convened and in March 1920 declared
Syria as an independent kingdom. That
Kingdom (at least on paper) comprised
the areas roughly comprising today’s
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Israel. Faisal
1 bin Al-Hussein (third son of Emir
Hussein) was declared King.

While French Prime Minister Georges
Clemenceau (1917-1920) was inclined to
allow self-rule in Syria, the new French
government under Alexandre Millerand
based its policy on the Sykes-Picot
agreement. As a result, the San Remo
Conference of the Allied Powers in April
1920 established a system of mandates
as defined by the League of Nations for
Palestine, Syria and Mesopotamia.

The Mandate for Syria

In July 1920, the French army took over
Syria. Self-rule was replaced by direct
colonial rule. The French mandate

would create a number of sub-states in
Syria that were abolished later on. The
one exception was Lebanon which
ultimately became an independent state,
separate from Syria.

French rule was continuously resisted by
the peoples of Syria as became clear in the
Great Syrian Revolt (1925-1927), which
was supported by all Syrian ethnicities.
The French violently cracked down,
deploying tactics that would be repeated
by the Assad regime in the Syrian civil war
after 2011 (including aerial bombardment
of civilian areas). However, this revolt led
to the realisation in the French
government that direct French rule was
untenable and that an independent Syria
was inevitable. Steps were taken in that
direction, but it was only in 19306 that the
French and Syrian governments
concluded a Treaty in which the French
would gradually leave Syria and Syria
would become a fully independent
member of the League of Nations.

However, this agreement was not
immediately implemented, as the Syrian
government faced a clash with three
regions that demanded greater
autonomy. In the coastal western Alawi
region, an Alawi movement challenged
the central government and so did a
Druze movement in the southern Jabal
al-Druze region (with As-Suwayda as the
regional capital). In both cases, the areas
would remain part of Syria.

Moreover, in 1936 an alliance of Kurds and
Syriac-Assyrian Christians in cooperation
with (a part of the) Arab Shammar tribe
drove the call for more regional autonomy
for Jazira in North-East Syria, fearing that
Damascus would suppress their religious
and cultural identity.

Another development that overtook the
new government in Damascus was
equally a foreshadowing of more recent
developments. In 1936 Turkey claimed
Hatay (Antioch) and the surrounding
Sanjak of Alexandretta. France initially
assured that it would not hand it over to
Turkey, but ultimately betrayed the
Syrian government and in 1938 allowed
the Turkish army to enter the Sanjak of
Alexandretta. The Turkish army brought
also an influx of Turkish citizens who
were allowed to vote in an election in
the Sanjak which created a regional
Parliament that declared independence
from Syria. In 1939 this region merged
with Turkey. The original Arab and
Armenian population fled the area to
Syria. This pattern of Turkish
occupation and annexation of Syrian
territories would be repeated in the
Syrian civil war in areas such as 1dlib,
Afrin, Al-Bab and other areas in northern
Syria. In many cases, the Turkish regime
would invoke claims stemming from and
inspired by Ottoman imperialism.

State of Syria

Both the Hatay crisis and the struggle of
autonomist movements (Jazira, Alawi’s
and Jabal al-Druze) were evidence that
Syria as a political reality was not firmly
rooted in all parts of the Syrian state or
in the region at large. These crises of the
late thirties showed that the institutions
of the Syrian state were too weak to
maintain the unity of the state. This
would prove to be fatal for the Syrian
democracy after WWIL.

Syrian Independence

In 1946 the French forces finally left
Syria, leaving it in the hands of the
Syrian government. The years between
1946 and 1961 were marked by political
upheaval. Between 1946 and 1956 Syria
suffered several coups that (in turn)
created a powerful position for the
Syrian army. The first coup was in 1949
after Syria lost an unprovoked war
against Israel in 1948. This pattern of
coups was coupled with increased
foreign interference (USSR, Egypt). Pan-
Arabism resulted in a temporary political
union with Egypt between 1958 and 19061.
This ended when the Ba’athists took
power through a military coup, caused
by the failure of Nasser to implement
true power-sharing. In 1970 an intra-
party coup brought Hafez-al-Assad to
power as de-facto dictator in Syria.

The Assad Dictatorship

The state that the Assads presided over
never truly accepted totalitarian rule.
The fact that an Alawi clan wielded
absolute power over all of Syria was
unacceptable for many, as became clear
in the uprisings and resistance against
the Assad regime over the years. The
clearest example was the ‘Islamist
uprising’ that culminated in the Hama

revolt and subsequent massacre in 1982,
in which the Assad regime forces killed
thousands of citizens (numbers vary
between 10,000 and 40,000). Ultimately
the prospect of a small Alawi elite forever
maintaining power over Syria was not
realistic. Initially, Bashar al-Assad seemed
to understand this when he took power
following his father’s death in 2000 and
opened up some dialogue with
opposition leaders, but that window
closed soon after. Ultimately Syria could
not escape from the Arab uprisings of
2011 against dictatorial regimes in the
region, which were the beginning of the
notorious Syrian civil war.

The Assad regime would have been
defeated without the substantial
support from Russia and Iran, which
enabled the regime to cling to power in
around two-thirds of Syria. This left

Russia and Iran practically in de-facto
control over areas nominally ruled by
Assad. The Sunni Arab population may
have been militarily defeated but
continuing protests and flare-ups
between 2020 and 2021 (especially in
Daraa) indicated that only sheer force
kept Assad in power.

Thus, by the end of 2024 and before the
fall of Assad, there were roughly four
types of territorial control in Syria:
those areas under the control of the
Assad regime, the areas under the
control of Turkey, areas occupied by
Turkey, and the AANES region in NE
Syria defended by the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF).

Johannes de Jong is the Director of Sallux, a

recognised European political foundation. Since 2014,
he has been working with movements advocating for
ethnic and religious minorities in Iran, Iraq and Syria.
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After the defeat of the Ottoman Turkish Empire in WWI, the Allied Powers (Britain, France, Italy, USA and
Japan) agreed in 1920 to divide the Middle East into Mandates. These Mandates were created by the League of
Nations, to enable the peoples and communities of the region to become independent.
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Smith’s Bible Dictionary records: “The
first occupants of Syria appear to have
been of Hamitic descent— Hittites,
Jebusites, Amorites, etc. After a while,
the firstcomers, who were still largely
nomadic, received a Semitic infusion,
who most probably came to them from
the southeast.”

Syrians trace their biblical heritage
back to a man named Aram, who was a
descendant of Shem, Noah’s son. Also
known as Arameans, the plight of the
Syrian people can be read about
throughout both the Old and New
Testaments. Syria is one of the oldest
biblical lands that still exists today.

In the book of Genesis, we first hear
mention of the people who would
become Syrians:

“The sons of Shem: Elam, Ashur,
Arphaxad, Lud and Aram. The sons of
Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshek.”
(Genesis 10:22-23; see also 1 Chronicles
17)

The Arameans settled between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, also
known as Mesopotamia. (Genesis 24:10,
25:20) This included a land called
Paddan Aram (Genesis 28:5)—the
homeland of Rebekah, the wife of
Issac, Laban, her brother and his
daughters Rachel, and Leah, the wives
of Jacob.

Other key biblical figures of Aramean
descent include Boaz, David, Solomon,
Hezekiah, Josiah, and Joseph, the
adoptive father of Jesus.

In the book of Kings 1, we are told that
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Syria in the Bible

Syria in the Time of Jesus

Syria was at odds with Israel during the
reign of King Solomon, about 2900
years ago.

Sometime after the conflict in Judges,
King David of Israel led a conquest
against Syria and won (1 Chronicles 18:1-
13, Psalm 6o, and 2 Samuel 8:3-13).

During Roman times, Syria included
portions of Palestine and Asia Minor.

Syria plays an important role in New
Testament times. For example,
information about the miracles being
performed by Jesus spread into Syria,
as noted in the book of Matthew:

“So his fame spread throughout all Syria,
and they brought him all the sick...”
(Matthew 4:24, ESV)

One of the most well-known stories is
Saul’s journey to Damascus when he
met Jesus (Acts 9) and became Paul, the
Apostle to the Gentiles.

The members of the Early Church
spent a lot of time in Syria. Acts 11:19-30
records the spread of Christianity to
Antioch, which became the centre of
one of the first Christian churches, and
the missionary journeys of Barnabas
and Paul.

Biblical Cities in Syria

There are several recognisable towns
and cities of Syria throughout the
Bible. Many were very important to the
Early Church in the New Testament,
namely, Antioch and Damascus.
Smith’s Bible Dictionary lists the cities
of Syria, in order of importance in the
Bible:

s
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“1, Antioch; 2, Damascus; 3, Apamea; 4,
Seleucia; 5, Tadmor or Palmyra; 6,
Laodicea; 7, Epiphania (Hamath); 8,
Samosata; 9, Hierapolis (Mabug); 10,

Chalybon; 11, Emesa; 12, Heliopolis; 13,
Laodicea ad Libanum; 14, Cyrrhus; 15,
Chalcis; 16, Poseideum; 17, Heraclea; 18,
Gindarus; 19, Zeugma; 20, Thapsacus.”

The Current Situation in Syria

The most acute situation in Syria is the possible return of 1SIS if Turkey's
aggression against north-east Syria is not stopped. The return of 1SIS would
lead to new chaos in Syria and mean a potential resurgence of civil war.
Without the SDF, there will be no more than a local force to fight ISIS in Syria.

Damascus was not taken by HTS but by the Syrian Free Army (coming from US
base 'Al Tanf" on the border with Jordan) and the Southern Operations Room
(amalgamation of resistance forces from Daraa and As Suweida (Druze city)).

Syrian Democratic Forces, Southern Operations Room and Syrian Free Army are
arguably multi-ethnic and multi-religious and anti-extremist. SDF has played a

major role in defeating ISIS.
Southern Operations Room is
partially Druze and has already
publicly called for good relations
with Israel. Syrian Free Army
was part of the fight against 1SIS
along with US for years.

Because of its size, the HTS has
been able to establish an interim
administration in Damascus
that (unlike AANES) does not
currently include
ethnic/religious minorities.

Syrian rebels in Damascus, the Capital of Syria,
12 January 202s. | Photo: Asaad Syria/Flashgo
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C4I News /-

New Executive Director for C4l International

The Board of Directors of Christians for Israel
International (C4l International) is pleased to
announce a change in leadership.

Effective 5 March 2025, Dr Leon Meijer will assume the
role of Executive Director, succeeding Rev Cornelis
Kant, who will be retiring upon reaching the age of 67.

For the past seven years, Rev Cornelis Kant has
faithfully guided the ministry with great dedication,
fostering meaningful connections and expanding the
Christians for Israel network to new countries. We are
deeply grateful for his service and pleased that he will
continue to contribute to the organisation as a speaker
at various events of Christians for Israel.

Reflecting on his time with the ministry, Cornelis
shared: “It has been a great privilege to educate and
equip Christians in many nations with a Biblical
understanding of Israel’s eternal place in God’s plans
for the world. This personal calling is one 1 hope to
continue pursuing also after my retirement.”

The Board of C4I International has invited its current
Chairman, Dr Leon Meijer, to take on the role of
Executive Director. Leon has served as a Board
Member of Christians for Israel Netherlands since
2008 and as Chairman of Christians for Israel
International since 2016.

Expressing his vision for the future, Leon Meijer
stated: “Christians for Israel International is about
understanding God’s Word concerning Israel and
participating in God’s plan for the Jewish nation. This
involvement includes praying, giving, and raising our
voices in support of the people and the land of Israel.
Together with my wife, Janine, 1 look forward to this
new responsibility for the benefit of the apple of God’s
eye— lsrael and the Jewish people worldwide.”

We are excited about this new chapter for Christians
for Israel International and trust in God’s continued
guidance as we work to fulfil our mission.

Dr Leon Meijer (left) with Rev Cornelis Kant (right). | Photo: C41

Israel’s War: Genocide as Colonial Erasure?

B Marie-Louise
Weissenbock

Chair | Christians for Israel Austria

On Friday evening 6 December 2024,
international lawyer and ‘United
Nations Special Rapporteur on the
Occupied Territories of Palestine’,
Francesca Albanese, gave a public lecture
entitled ‘Israel’s War: Genocide as Colonial
Extermination?” at the University of
Vienna. Over 1,000 participants—mostly
students, had registered. The lecture
formed the public part of the lecture
series ‘Palestine: Occupation, War and
Development Policy’ by Dr Helmut
Krieger of the Institute for International
Development.

No Jewish student
had succeeded to be
allowed into the
lecture hall.

The Israeli ambassador to Vienna, David
Roet and the Union of Jewish Students
(JOH) had asked the university to cancel
this lecture with Albanese, who is known
for her provocative antisemitic and anti-
Israel statements; but it went ahead
anyway. In response, the chairwoman of
Christians for Israel in Austria, Marie-
Louise Weissenbock, decided to sign up
to gain an insight into the event and take
part in the ‘discussion’

In the 45-minute lecture, Albanese used
confusing analogies and compared
countries where genocide had really taken

A lecture by Francesca Albanese

place, such as Rwanda, with Gaza (with
Israel as the alleged perpetrator). She also
created the impression that the
colonisation of territories and countries
by Europe in earlier centuries was
comparable to colonialist ‘acts’ by Israel,
which Albanese said occupied ‘Palestine’
and Gaza. After stating that the Holocaust
had been a mistake and the fault of
European countries, and yet, quoting
from the words of Primo Levi (Auschwitz
survivor), “one must know the past in
order to prevent something like the Shoa
from being repeated in the future”, she no
longer uttered the word Jews and referred
to the Jewish inhabitants of Israel and
‘Palestine’ as ‘settlers’ throughout her
lecture. The word ‘Hamas’ or ‘terrorist
organisation’ was not used once.

According to Albanese, the war between
Israel and ‘the Palestinians is not a real
war, but a cleansing plan carried out by
Israel to wipe out the ‘Palestinians’
These statements were also featured in
her October 2024 report to the UN
General Assembly entitled ‘Genocide as
Colonial Erasure’ According to her
analysis of Israel’s policies in the Gaza
Strip, East Jerusalem and the West Bank,
Albanese states that “although the scale
and nature of Israel’s ongoing assault on
Palestinians varies from area to area, the
totality of Israel’s destructive acts,
directed against the entire Palestinian
people, with the aim of conquering the
entire Palestinian land, is clearly
recognisable.” She further argues that
“Israel’s genocidal behaviour, hidden in
false Israeli narratives of a war waged in

‘self-defence’, must be seen in a broader
context, as numerous actions (totality of
behaviour) collectively directed against
the Palestinians as such (totality of a
people) over the entire territory in
which they reside (totality of land), in
furtherance of Israel’s political
ambitions for sovereignty over the
entire former Mandate of Palestine.
Today, the genocide of Palestinians
seems to be the means to one goal: the
complete removal or extermination of
Palestinians from the land that is so
fundamental to their identity and
illegally and openly coveted by Israel.”

On the Mandate: Albanese did not say a
word about the fact that the League of
Nations recognised the Balfour
Declaration (1917) as binding as early as
1920 i.e. the British Mandate for Palestine,
and this recognition was based on the
‘historical connection of the Jewish people
with Palestine. The term ‘reconstituting
their national home in this land’ was
explicitly used in this context (see San
Remo 1920). The goal of the Mandate was
the creation of an independent state.

In the discussion afterwards, which was
not a discussion but allowed questions to
be asked, Francesca Albanese avoided
going into the above facts after Marie-
Louise drew her attention to them. She
also refused to abandon her position that
Israel is committing genocide in
Gaza—even after Marie-Louise read out
to her what the definition of genocide is
under international law and that South
Africa (the plaintiff) has so far been unable
to prove to the International Court of

Justice that this is indeed the case.

Albanese further refused to address the 7
October massacre in Israel; the fact that
hostages were taken including small
children and that over 100 hostages [ed:
at that time] are still being held in Gaza
by Hamas and others without medical
care or International Red Cross visits.
She also refused to address the fact that
the words ‘colonisation’ and ‘occupation’
cannot apply to Gaza (since 2005, Gaza
has been ‘Judenrein’) and the disputed
areas in Judea and Samaria (the so-called
West Bank). The question of why she
had not mentioned important
information, such as the division of the
West Bank into A-, B-, and C-areas, she
also avoided and did not allow for any
discussion. Unfortunately, Marie-Louise’s
voice was the only critical pro-Israel
voice and every one of her questions or
statements resulted in resounding
laughter from the entire room.

At the end of the lecture, the students
were asked to leave the campus through
a specific courtyard, not the usual one.
There Jewish students, who had put up a
Shabbat table for the hostages were
waiting to hear how it had been. No
Jewish student had succeeded to be
allowed into the lecture hall.

An outpour of thankfulness has been
coming to Christians for Israel in
Austria ever since. It is heartwarming
and encouraging. We will continue to
stand in solidarity and friendship at the
side of Israel and the Jewish people—in
prayer and in action!
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2025 Solidarity Tour Announcement

B Bryce Turner

Executive Director | Christians for Israel
New Zealand

Welcome to our first edition of Israel
and Christians Today for 2025. On behalf
of the Christians for Israel New Zealand
team, | wish you a wonderful year.

It sounds a little hollow though. While
we are enjoying the warmth and
sunshine of a NZ summer, the world
continues to shudder. America’s new
president has started at full speed, Putin
continues to threaten, there are
challenges with China, and millions are
on the verge of starvation in Africa right
now (although inevitably that won’t get
much media coverage).

In the last week we have been doing
battle with Mr Minto following his
‘genocide hotline’, where he is
encouraging people to phone in and
report any Israeli travelers that might
have done military service—so that he
can tell them that ‘they’re not welcome’
Given that military service is
compulsory for Jewish Israelis, this
effectively amounts to a witch-hunt of
anyone suspected of being Israeli. We
don’t even investigate Gazans migrating
here under the government’s special
‘refugee’ quota, to find out if they took
part in the 7 October attacks, abused
Israelis, or held hostages in their homes,

but Minto seems to think it’s
appropriate to install himself as
investigator, judge, jury and executioner
of any Israeli who he thinks might have
committed ‘war crimes. Whilst we are
all well used to Minto’s deranged
ranting, the comments being made by
his supporters are truly horrific.

Nope, only Israel is seemingly singled
out for such special attention.

And while we are fighting at the home
front, there is some good news. At the
time of writing, seven young hostages
have been released from Hamas’
captivity. With the predictable staging—
the Gazans literally built a stage to
parade the hostages—we have seen
countless images and video of the terror
being inflicted on these girls right up
until the last moment. Hoards,
thousands of yelling Gazans, many
wearing pristine Hamas uniforms (they
don’t fight in these uniforms, generally
they dress as civilians) and carrying
weapons, jeer and mock. Images flew
around the world of armed terrorists
climbing all over the roof of the Red
Cross vehicles used to transport the
hostages. Terror right to the last second.

Then we saw images of the other side of
the fence. Quiet calm, even from
countless thousands gathered around
screens at Hostage Square in Tel Aviv,
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waiting with bated breath to see the
hostages safe in Israeli arms. All around
Israel, and the world, eyes were glued to
screens waiting for that joyous moment.
Then, within hours, we saw videos of
incredible reunions; tears, hugs that
seemed to last forever, as those whose
heart had been ripped from their chest
in pain, were reunited. Such scenes
bring tears even now, 1 can only imagine
the incredible feeling of being reunited
with loved ones thought dead, after so
long. The only thing that could possibly
sour such scenes is...

...images of prisoners being released.
The price Israel has paid for the release
of its loved ones is incredible. With a
huge range of very passionate opinions,
Israel struggles with the price it is
paying to get its precious loved ones
home. But it is paying. Israel values each
and every life.

It is unclear how the current hostage
release will proceed. Hamas has a perfect
record of breaking any previous
arrangements before completion. And
then there are the other two-thirds of
the hostages that haven’t even been
negotiated yet. We hold on to hope, but

reality—and history—is not encouraging.

In the meantime, recent reports show
some 20% of Israelis—and 27% of Israeli
children—are living in poverty.
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Solidarity and Service

Having laid considerable fleeces, we are
looking to take another group of New
Zealanders (and Australians) to Israel,
most likely after Easter. Our previous
solidarity mission was an amazing
experience, not just for those who
travelled, but because of the blessing we
were able to bring to Israelis. That we
were even prepared to turn up, made a big
difference to Israelis everywhere we went.

In daily contact with our Israeli brothers
and sisters, we are very aware of the
needs. In a nation where such a huge
part of the workforce has been called up
to serve, there are practical needs
everywhere.

We know that ‘novelties wear off’, and
the news media quickly moves on to the
next event, but the impact of the 7
October attack and the subsequent war
in Gaza will leave scars that will take
years to recover. So, it is even more
important that we don’t forget.

If you feel a call to join us in Israel,
please contact us. We will visit some key
sites, we will visit and encourage people,
we will bless. There are many needs for
practical skills and volunteers, so there
will be opportunity to stay on for a time
if you feel so lead.

We will stand with Israel. Thank you for
your continued support.
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NZ's Response to War )

A Christian Response

Bm Tony Kan

President | NZ Friends of Israel

In Part 1, we described the six horsemen
influencing the Western thinking:

1. Critical Race Theory: All the woes of the
world are due to Caucasian white people.

2. Settler Colonialism: All the woes of
indigenous people are due to colonialism.

3. Neo-marxism: Society is divided into
oppressors and oppressed.

4. Linguistic Theft: The meaning of words
can be changed to suit, no matter what the
word originally meant or by whoever first
coined it.

5. The Big Lie: The idea of creating a lie so
audacious everyone would believe because
no one would be so brazen to say it in
public if it were not true. Repeated enough
times, the facts are rejected in disbelief.

6. Cancel Culture: Anything that you
deem unacceptable must be shut down,
boycotted, and alienated. The result is civil
discussion and debate becomes impossible
because it creates a climate of fear. People
stop speaking up for fear of losing their
livelihoods, their friends, and their
reputations.

We also explained how the UN is highly
regarded and why its performance falls far
short of Western expectations. Having set
the scene, our focus now shifts to New
Zealand

In Part 2, we looked at how little
experience New Zealanders have with war,
see the tragedy of it and just want it to
stop without considering the wider
context. The Palestinian Solidarity
Network have fallen for the six horsemen
and have tried to shame and intimidate
the rest of New Zealand to their view. Pro-
Israel supporters inside and outside the
Jewish community have joined forces to
show their support for the hostages and
Israel’s efforts to prevent further attacks.

Now in Part 3, we discuss a Christian
approach to the Gaza-Israeli War; many of
the principles also apply to wider conflict
between Arabs and Jews in the Middle East.
We will then examine the New Zealand
government’s response and finish with our
view of a potential future.

Christians are often confused about
how to approach the problem. Some feel
torn between wanting to stop the killing
and yet feel they should support Israel in
some way. The dilemma leaves them
frozen in the proverbial headlights.

Here are two biblical passages that can
give guidance to Christians:

Romans 13:1-4: Governments
Must Protect, Punish and Deter
Romans 13:1-4 provides a framework for

assessing what the Israeli government is
doing.

According to this passage, God expects
that governments must:

« Protect the vulnerable,
¢ Punish wrongdoing, and
¢ Prevent further wrongdoing.

Using this framework, Christians can
assess Israel’s conduct. Israel’'s government
must pursue Hamas and prevent them
from keeping their promise to carry out
further 7 October-type attacks.

Micah 6:8: Do Justice

From a biblical perspective, Israel and all
Jews are connected to Christians. But
just because there is a connection, it
does not mean that Christians can
overlook injustice, whether it carried
out by Palestinians or Jews.

Micah 6:8 takes precedence. We are to
do justice, which must be impartial.

But good justice requires good evidence
and with so much mis- and dis-
information, how can the truth be
discerned?

John Spencer of the Modern Warfare
Institute (West Point) says the military
establishment deal with this problem
through ‘All Sources Analysis’:
Information is deemed more reliable if
multiple independent sources can
corroborate it.

Sources must be independent. But this
can'’t be taken for granted, even from
highly respected sources.

Take casualty numbers arising from the
conflict. The Gaza Health Ministry
(GHM) is the UN’s sole source of
casualty data.

The US Government has also quoted
GHM’s data. Even mainstream media
outlets all over the world quote GHM’s
figures. As the Wall St Journal reports, the
GHM admits that its own figures rely in
part on reporting from... the media.

This means that Christians must be
particularly careful and suitably sceptical
of reports about the conflict and take
everything with many grains of salt.

Doing justice isn’t easy, many points of
international law are vague, relatively
undeveloped and international jurists
themselves are divided over many of the
issues.

If international jurists (the experts) can’t
agree, it means that the matter has yet
to be resolved. We should not therefore
rush to judgement ourselves.

Discussion and debate are important
tools in finding justice. If Abraham
debated with God, Jacob wrestled with
God, and God invited Israel to debate
with him when they fell into
unfaithfulness, how much more should
we be discussing and debating with one
another?

But be gracious, and kind. Blessed are

to Israel and War—part;

Headlines in The Press for the 7 October attack in Israel, 9 October 2023. | Photo: Shutterstock

the peacemakers. So discuss, be robust,
but always conscious of making peace at
the end of the conversation.

War and Prayer

In times of war, when life is threatened,
prayer plays a prominent part.

Biblical verses that can help guide our
prayers include:

1. All humans are created in the image of
God (Genesis 1:27).

2. We should not minimise the situation
faced by Israel when it is dire (Jeremiah 8:11).

3. God forbids murder (Exodus 20:13)

4. That God blesses those who make peace
(Matthew 5:9).

5. That there is a time for war and a time
for peace (Ecclesiastes 3:8).

6. God says there is no peace for the wicked
(Isaiah 48:22).

7. That even war can be part of God’s
nature (Exodus 15:3).

8. When Israel is at war against
numerically stronger enemies, God
promises his support and victory
(Deuteronomy 20:1-4).

9. That God will settle disputes between
nations and peoples (Isaiah 2:4a).

10. There will come a time when humanity
will enjoy an enduring peace (Isaiah 2:4b).
11. But that time is not yet (Matthew 24:6).
Together, war is a last resort and fought
with the intention of achieving a greater
peace. We should be limiting harm by
promoting proportional force and
avoiding harm to civilians. This respect
for human life aligns with the
peacemaker’s role in minimising violence.

Pray that:

1. If war is inevitable, then it be carried
out resolutely so that it can end quickly.

2. All those who suffer in this war will
find the assistance they need.

3. Justice be done.

4. Leaders on both sides will have
wisdom.

5. Israel puts its faith in God and that He

will deliver victory.

6. The hostages will be courageous and
that their hope will remain strong.

7. There will come a time of peace,
reconciliation and forgiveness.

Putting it Together
Taken together, Christians must:

1. Not rush to judgement but read
widely, and carefully review any
information they hear, see, or read.

2. 1If the subject of Israel and the Middle
East is not sufficiently relevant to spend
time investigating it, then they shouldn’t
jump to conclusions.

3. When Christians see injustice, and they
believe they have sufficient information,
call it out, but always remain sufficiently
open-minded so that if new credible
evidence emerges then they must be
ready to change their verdict.

4. Support the Israeli government’s duty
to:

a. Protect its vulnerable (have the
hostages returned, evacuate those in
harm’s way, provide medical, and
psychiatric aid to those who have been
harmed), provide humanitarian aid to
Gazan civilians;

b. Punish wrongdoing (bring those who
have caused wrongdoing to justice); and

c. Prevent further wrongdoing (stop
Hamas and its allies from ever making
good on their promise to repeat 7
October-type attacks ever again; a
promise re-iterated in the days just
before the first of the hostages were
released under the terms of the January
2025 ceasefire).

5. Stand up for the truth and speak out
against mis-information and dis-
information.

6. Speak kindly and graciously to those

who have been deceived by propaganda.
7. Do not seek to win debates but to say
just enough to put a stone in misguided

people’s shoes to inspire them to seek
out the truth for themselves.

8.Pray.
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Palestinians’ Statehood Is Not Guaranteed

B Andrew Tucker

Director General | The Hague Initiative
for International Cooperation (thinc.)

| www.thinc.info

In the last few months of 2024, the
United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) adopted two Resolutions
intended to speed up the establishment of
a Palestinian state in the Gaza Strip, East
Jerusalem and the so-called West Bank.

These UN resolutions, partly based on
the Advisory Opinion of the
International Court of Justice (1C]) in
July 2024, seek to compel Israel to
withdraw its military and civilian
presence from the ‘Occupied Palestinian
Territory’ and to establish a Palestinian
state swiftly. In its Advisory Opinion, the
ICJ argued that Israel’s ‘presence’ (ie. the
existence of Israeli civilians and sdldiers)
in the so-called ‘occupied territories’ has
become illegal. In the subsequent
resolutions, the majority of the UNGA
members call on all member states to
support these demands by applying
pressure on Israel through legal,
diplomatic and economic measures.

Resolution ES-10/24 (September 2024)
demands Israel’s unconditional
withdrawal from East Jerusalem, the
West Bank, and Gaza within 12 months,
disregarding Israel’s legitimate sovereign
claims and past agreements like the Oslo
Accords and UNSC Resolution 242
(1967). If implemented, it could create a
security vacuum in the West Bank and
Gaza threatening Israel’s very existence.
By its part, Resolution A/79 1/23
(November 2024) calls for a high-level
international conference in June 2025,
endorsing the paradigm of the two-state
solution. The resolution, however,
emphasises compliance with the Oslo
Accords and UNSC Resolution 242.
Unlike ES-10/24, it avoids imposing
deadlines and unilateral demands,
promoting more inclusive diplomacy.

These resolutions are highly
problematic and should be rejected.
They ignore (i) the massive problem of
extreme Islamist terrorism—not only for
Israel but for regional and global
stability—and (ii) the risks associated
with a hasty Israeli withdrawal from
these territories and implementation of
the two-state solution.

Of course, neither the 1C] Advisory
Opinion nor the UNGA resolutions are
legally binding on Israel or any other
state. But they do have a significant
political impact. And the adoption of
such resolutions over time can affect the
development of customary international
law. (There are basically two main
sources of public international law:
customary law and treaty—otherwise
known as ‘conventional’ law. Customary
law consists of those rules that states

develop over time through their conduct
reflecting their acceptance of rules as
universal and binding. UN General
Assembly resolutions do not make law,
but if a series of resolutions is adopted
by almost all states over time, this can be
used as evidence of the development of
customary law. It must be emphasised
that UNGA resolutions concerning
Israel are almost always adopted by a
bare majority of states, and thus do not
constitute evidence of the existence of
customary law.)

Despite the fall of its key ally Assad in
Syria, Iran remains a major security
threat to Israel, continuing to fund and
arm Hamas and its proxies including
Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis
in Yemen. In the meantime, jihadist
groups like IS1S and Hay’at Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS) have gained strength in
Syria. Turkey’s growing involvement,
particularly its support for the Syrian
National Army (SNA) and other factions
targeting the Kurds, has intensified
these challenges. Ankara’s actions, often
driven by neo-Ottoman ambitions,
heighten tensions and could potentially
lead to armed conflict between Israel
and Turkey in the future.

Palestinian governance remains a critical
security risk for Israel. The Palestinian
Authority (PA) continues to struggle
with corruption and inefficiency, and its
weakness and inaction were significant
factors leading to Hamas’s attack on
Israel on 7 October. Trust between the
parties is now at an all-time low,
complicating—if not entirely
undermining—the possibility of re-
engaging with the two-state formula.

In this fragile context, a very recent
provisional ceasefire between Hamas
and Israel in Gaza—brokered by Qatar
and endorsed by US President Donald
Trump—has temporarily halted
hostilities and enabled the release of the
first round of Israeli hostages. However,
this provides only a brief respite and
raises questions about its durability and
the long-term prospects for stability.

To address postwar Gaza’s security and
governance challenges, we propose the
establishment of an international
peacekeeping force led by Israel and
supported by Arab nations, including
signatories of the Abraham Accords,
Saudi Arabia, and other peace-
supporting countries from regions such
as Latin America and Africa. This
initiative could be followed by a modern
trusteeship to oversee governance,
reconstruction, and development,
ensuring sustained peace.

We also recommend the creation of an
arbitration mechanism to provide
compensation for refugees (or their
descendants) who fled their homes in

1949. This would include Palestinians
who left the territories of the State of
Israel around that time due to actual or
perceived violence, and Jews who were
displaced from Arab states and the
territories of Mandate Palestine seized
by Jordan—aligned with UNSC
Resolution 242’s call for a ust
settlement of the refugee problem.

Moreover, in our view, UN member
states should:

1. Prioritise neutralising internationally
sponsored terrorism and jihadist threats
over immediate Palestinian statehood
demands;

Palestinians during a protest. | Photo: Flashgo

2. Leverage Resolution A/79 L/23 to
encourage pragmatic diplomacy and
direct negotiations between Israel and
the PLO as required by the Oslo Accords
and UNSC Resolution 242;

3. Ensure Palestinian governance is
reformed as a condition of
acknowledging Palestinian rights to
establish a state; and

4. Recognise Israel’s sovereignty over
East Jerusalem, and its sovereignty
claims and right to maintain control of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip until
secure borders are negotiated.

NZ Halts Divisions

NZ finally designated Hamas,
Hezbollah and Houthis as terrorist
enterprises, but it’s been a slow
process. Following the October 2023
attack, then PM Chris Hipkins
commissioned MFAT to review the
designation of Hamas. In the past an
artificial division was made between
the political and military wing, one
not made by all foreign governments.
Our government has considered the
military wing of Hamas to be a
terrorist entity since 20r0. Since the
October attacks, the fallacy of this
division was clearly seen and rectified
on 29 February 2024. A terrorist
designation freezes the NZ assets of
that entity and makes it a criminal
offense to carry out property or
financial transactions with them
including providing material support
(Terrorism Suppression Act 2002). The
whole of Hezbollah was designated a
terrorist entity only on 19 November
2024, making NZ the 30th country to
do so. Whereas both the political and

| Photo: Ps Derek Tait, Destiny Church

military wings of the Houthis were
designated terrorist entities right
from the start.

Whilst the government may make this
important step, what about breaches?
In early November 2024 during one of
Christchurch’s pro-Palestinian weekly
marches, a protestor held up a sign
saying ‘Hamas is Here’ right in front of
Police. When the opposition asked
Police to act, they refused, citing free
speech. It’s a huge wake-up call!
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Antisemitism in New Zealand

B Todd Vincent
ICEJ Northland

Recently Yifat Goddard, who is Jewish,
spoke at an ICE] meeting in Whangarei.
Originally from Israel, Yifat became a
citizen of New Zealand around 20 years
ago.

Part of her message concerned promises
made to Isaac as recorded in the Bible.
These promises were also made to Jacob
and eventually to Israel as a nation.
Throughout history God watched over
Israel, including its becoming a nation
again in 1948.

Yifat reminded us of the everlasting
nature of covenants that God made to
Israel. The Bible is very clear about
God’s good plans for Israel. As
Christians, we should be too.

There is also a spiritual battle going on.
While many are for God’s plan towards
Israel, a growing number are
vehemently opposed.

Yifat expressed concern at the current
state of antisemitism in New Zealand.

She shared photos of incidents and
protests that have targeted the Jewish
community in New Zealand, with a
sharp increase in attacks against the
Jewish community since 7 October.

How Bad Has it Got in NZ?
Perhaps this question can be answered
by comparing New Zealand to another
western country.

Now here is a question, how terrible
must antisemitism get in a country

before Israel decides to close its
embassy?

In December 2024 Ireland found out.

According to The Times of Israel, the
situation had deteriorated so badly that
the Israeli government closed its
embassy in Ireland. Israeli Foreign
Minister Gideon Sa’ar said “Ireland did
not bother to promote measures to fight
antisemitism within the country. On the
contrary, they only encouraged it.”

How did they get to such a state and
what were the indicators of their
decline?

One indicator might have been seen in
their anti-Israel voting record at the
United Nations. According to UN Watch;
since 2015 Ireland never, voted in favour
of Israel in any of the 153 resolutions
relating to Israel.

If we see Ireland’s voting record against
Israel as an example of their decline into
antisemitism, then New Zealand is
heading in the same direction unless we
immediately take action.

New Zealand has the exact same voting
record over several governments. As
with Ireland, since 2015, New Zealand
has voted zero times in favour of Israel
(over 154 resolutions relating to Israel).

There are other warnings. Three years
ago the Israel Institute of NZ published
that—“The New Zealand Jewish Council
commissioned a nationwide survey of
more than 1,000 New Zealanders in 2021
which found that 63% of New Zealanders
agree with at least one antisemitic view”.

Then last November 2024, the New
Zealand Herald reported that New
Zealand’s Jewish community has seen an
increase in antisemitic incidents during
the past 13 months, including death
threats, and abusive behaviour.

So how close are we to being regarded as
a country that tolerates antisemitism?

If we take Ireland as an example, then
we might be much closer than we think.
December 2024, the Chief Rabbi of
Ireland reportedly said in The Telegraph
“..there is no doubt in my mind that the
inflammatory rhetoric by Irish political
leaders against Israel over the past year
has contributed to hatred against Jews

Photo: Shutterstock

in this country”. He went on “Of late,
many Jews are not comfortable to
display signs of their Jewish identity...”
It appears that the prerequisite for
‘showing’ support for the Palestinians
has been to openly demonise the Jewish
State.

In New Zealand sadly very similar
expressions have been found from some
in our parliament, universities and the
media.

Unless people start to challenge these
expressions, like Ireland, New Zealand
may slide into a country known for
tolerating antisemitism.

NCC Passes an Antisemitic Remit

B Nick Dalgety

On Thursday 5 December 2024 the Nelson City Council
(NCC) approved an amendment to their Procurement
Policy to include a list of prohibited companies based
on United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334
relating to illegal settlements in the ‘Occupied’
Palestine territories. This decision went against a
comprehensive staff report on the matter
recommending that Council not amend the
Procurement Policy on the grounds that international
relations is not a core Local Government activity.

This antisemitic act in Nelson did not happen in a
vacuum. It is simply the latest manifestation. Sadly,
Nelson has become known as the most antisemitic city
in New Zealand. Ever since the massacre in Israel on 7
October 2023, a ‘Palestinian’ protest group has
regularly marched down our main street, preaching
their propaganda of apartheid, genocide and land
occupation. In response, some believers have made
efforts to counter this false narrative with the truth.
We have counter marched, put up stickers in town

speaking the truth and looked to share with local
Christians about God’s restoration plan.

There was no consultation by Council with our Nelson
community on this extremely contentious issue. An
opportunity to view the Council agenda was only made
possible in the afternoon prior to the meeting. A small
number of protesters gathered outside the Council
office on the morning of the meeting with placards
saying:

* You are planning to boycott purchasing products
from mainly Israeli owned companies that support
Jewish settlement in Judea and Samaria. Your
procurement prohibition relates to no other
country in the world. Blatant antisemitism!

« Stop the ‘virtue signaling’ with this BDS Remit.
While our Council wallows in $250m of debt,
valuable staff time was dedicated to crafting this
Israel boycott remit.

¢ We pay rates for you to maintain our Nelson
facilities, not to play pseudo international
politics—stay in your lane!

We must remember that the battle is primarily
spiritual. 1 find great encouragement from scripture
when planning what 1 and others are called to do. The
Apostle Paul’s words to the Philippians “.. stand firm in
one spirit with one mind striving together for the faith
of the gospel... and not in any way terrified by your
adversaries...”
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Israel Support Groups Annual Get-together

B Ps Nigel Woodley

For the Protection of Zion I Speak Up

| New Zealand

On Wednesday 4 December around fifty
people gathered in solidarity with Israel.
The gathering comprised mainly
Christian leaders of ministries which are
supportive of Israelis and their right to a
national state in their historical and
biblical homeland. People came together
from as far as Wellington at the
Auckland Hebrew Congregation’s
Remuera facility for a day of fellowship
and reporting on current events. Central
to our focus was the conflict still raging
between Israel and the ever-diminishing
‘Axis-of-evil. The focus of discussion was
how we might work collaboratively in
achieving a united voice for our support
of Israel, and practical ways to support
the Jewish community in New Zealand
as antisemitism rises in this nation.

We were honoured to have members of
the Jewish community join us for the day
including Gael Keren of the Astor
Foundation, David Robinson former
Honorary Consul for Israel in Auckland,
the current Honorary Consul Henri Eliot
and Yifat Goddard, an active member of
the Jewish community. Yifat is bridge-
building between her community and
the Christian community. Church
ministers were present for the day, both
former and current, including Apostle

Brian Tamaki and his wife Hannah.
Their Destiny Church movement has
shown great support for Israel.

The day was organised and sponsored by
Christians for Israel in New Zealand, their
National Executive Director Bryce Turner
and Pastor Nigel Woodley from the
Flaxmere Christian Fellowship facilitated
the event. Discussion covered the current
situation in Israel, our country’s response
to that situation, and possible strategies to
be considered for effective action. We
discussed the pro-Israel rally at Parliament
planned for 11 Wednesday December to
counter the All out for Gaza’ rally at the
same time. On the day of the rally Israel
supporters outnumbered the Gaza
supporters. Lies and misinformation
being disseminated by the Gaza rally were
very audibly challenged and rebuffed on
Parliament’s front lawn in earshot and
sight of those in the Beehive.

Central to, and main motivation for, the
day’s gathering on 4 December was the
attendance of the Israeli ambassador, His
Excellency Ran Yaakoby. The ambassador
was ending a four-year tenure in New
Zealand. We were privileged to thank the
ambassador for his time in our country
and to console him for New Zealand’s
abysmal foreign policy regarding Israel. It
is sad that just days later Prime Minister
Luxon publicly stated that if Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Wellington Rally Rocks

When Nigel Woodley got wind of a big
Palestinian solidarity national rally to
be held in Parliament at the end of last
year, he knew Israel groups needed to
respond. The problem was, he was in
Israel when he got the news. So he
called up his friends in NZ, including
Yifat Goddard, to get the ball rolling.
Soon there was a poster and word got
out that it was important to come.
Unity was vitally important, not just
amongst the Christian groups, but also
amongst the others too. An organising
group came together made up of
Christian, Jewish and Israeli leaders.
The results speak for themselves.

People came from all over NZ, by bus,
plane, car, ferry and train. The location
made access easy and there was
parking nearby. Carloads of supporters
shared the driving and prayed along
the way. Such was their dedication,
some got up as early as 2am to drive to
Wellington. There were
representatives from most groups and
provinces from north of Whangarei to
Invercargill. Brian Tamaki’s decision to
come sent a clear message to his
church that it was important.

When the Palestinian group rounded
the corner by the Cenotaph they were
met with a large group of people and
a sea of blue and white flags, some
very large, all flapping in the
Wellington breeze. Clearly
flabbergasted, as the numbers of
Israel supporters easily outnumbered
them. Police had placed steel barriers
between the groups. Then the battle
of words began. Hate poured from
the mouths of the red, green, black
and white team, but they were met
with firmness and love from the blue
and white team. Cries of Let the
Hostages Go’ and ‘Free Gaza from
Hamas’ answered the hateful taunts.
Behind the front lines intercessors
and prayers bolstered support in the
spirit aided by support teams back
home. A clear message was sent to
the Parliamentarians inside. Faithful
Act MP Simon Court came out and
spoke in support of freedom. Other
speakers included Ashley Church,
Sheree Trotter, Alfred Ngaro, Brian
Tamaki and Rob Berg. Lunch was
provided by local supporters to bless
and thank the guests from afar.

Bryce Turner, Pastor Nigel Woodley, and His Excellency Ran Yaakoby. | Photo: Perry Trotter

visited our country, then he would
support execution of the arrest warrants
issued by the biased International
Criminal Court.

The ambassador shared his heart telling
us that New Zealand leaders had not
treated him with the respect that an
Israeli diplomat deserved. We realised
then the importance of the work that we
do in countering the discrimination and
bias demonstrated by our own leaders.
We assured the ambassador of our
ongoing support for his nation. The
discussion and fellowship around lunch
was very warm and cordial.

Antisemitism

Following on from the successful
Whangarei Antisemitism seminar,
Yifat Goddard gave three timely
presentations in Lower Hutt, Kapiti
and Wellington, all around
International Holocaust
Remembrance Day. The aim was to
inform local believers over what’s
going on in NZ and how they can
respond. It was important that an
Israeli spoke about Israelis living in
NZ and came on the heels of John
Minto’s ‘Hunt Them Down’ image
with hotline launched near the end of
January. Many participants sat there
stunned when the extent of
antisemitism in NZ was outlined in
word and in images. They had hoped
that things happening in Australia
and elsewhere weren’t happening in
NZ. Clearly NZ has a major problem
and time is of the essence.

Yifat outlined the nature of the city
council remits starting from
Wellington friending Ramallah in
2023, but with particular emphasis on
the key Boycott, Divestment and
Sanction (BDS) policy adopted by the
Christchurch City Council first,

Bryce Turner made a special
presentation to the ambassador and to
his wife Deborah. By the time they
departed they were left with no doubt
that, despite foolish decisions being
made by our Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
we are the real New Zealanders who
speak on behalf of the majority.

One verse from our Bible passage for the
day sums up what God thinks of Israel’s
detractors:

“All who rage against you will surely be
ashamed and disgraced; those who oppose
you will be as nothing and perish.” Isaiah
41:8-16

Wake-up Call

followed by Nelson. She put
Wellington residents on notice
alongside other areas with a call to
pray and to advocate, stressing local
responsibility. Most acknowledged
that a curse has come on Wellington.

Scripturally, Yifat moved onto the
place of Israel and believer’s biblical
attitude to Jews and Israel. Both Hon
Alfred Ngaro and Joanna Moss were
moved by the presentation’s simplicity
and clarity with great impact on those
present. Attendees were handed a
flyer with Natan Sharansky’s 3 D’s test
of ‘Antisemitism: Demonisation,
Delegitimisation’ and ‘Double Standards
to measure local and global events and
to use when talking with others.

>

After a round of questions, Joanna
Moss spelt out the spiritual
consequences and where NZ is
heading in the context of the biblical
narrative. Everyone received a wake-
up call with the need to recognise
individual callings. It’s time to step up
and step into your respective roles.
Plans are to take these seminars
around NZ and Yifat Goddard is
looking for local hosts to facilitate.
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Haredi Draft—part:

B Joanna Moss

The Haredi draft issue has been on the lips of Israelis
since the war began and now more so as the war drags
on and the burden being carried by the reservists
increases to breaking point. For secular Israelis, the
issue is a no-brainer: Israel needs soldiers and the
Haredim need to carry their share of the load. But it
goes much deeper than that into the very nature of the
social contract between the various people groups,
politics and the history of the modern state of Israel.
The 1DF is, after all, a people’s army, not a professional
army like those of most western nations, and its stated
purpose is D in IDF, for defence.

Haredim and State's Founding

When Israel was founded in 1948 the number of
Haredim in full-time Torah study was tiny, about 300
people and so David Ben Gurion gave them an
exemption ‘torato omanuto’ because they were so small
in number and inconsequential in the scheme of things.
Remember Israel was birthed as a secular state. This
exemption was not enshrined in the Defense Service
Law in 1949; which established military conscription
and the draft from age 18, but rather an arrangement by
convention allowing the Haredim to ‘defer’ their service.
In practice, they mostly don't serve. The non-Jewish
exemptions are by military directive, rather than
established in law and Arab Israelis are not required to
serve. Some of course do and the Druze community
regards it as a badge of honour for their men to serve.
The Supreme Court has challenged the exemption,
deeming it as violating the principle of equality.

Destruction of European Jewry

It is now estimated that 8.5 million Jews died in the
Holocaust rather than the six million initial estimate.
Religious Jews suffered disproportionally as secular Jews
were more mobile and better resourced and had better
access to information. Although some religious Jews
regarded modern Israel as a secular state and an
anathema, they quickly realised that Israel formed an
important base to rebuild European Jewry with all its
Hasidic, Sephardic and other religious traditions and so
over time they moved there and established bases for
their various movements. Yeshivas, Torah study and
Torah students became essential elements of the rebuild.

A Haredi Jewish man and a soldier pray at the western wall in Jerusalem. | Photo: Shutterstock

The Numbers

In 2019 only 69% of Jewish men and 59% of Jewish
women served in the IDF. As the number and
percentage of the Haredim increase, now 13% of the
population, those figures will only decrease.

Meanwhile, the number of Haredim living in poverty,
needing state support and being unemployable due to a

lack of basic skills, only increases, highlighting the

multifaceted nature of the Haredi problem. But whilst

Ben-Gvir and Smotrich anchor the government, the

is now seeing the Haredim as draft dodgers, rather than

fellow co-religionists. Since defending the land is a
primary feature of the Bible and necessary for living
there, this group fails to see how the Haredim can
justify their position by doing so-called Torah study
and avoiding military service. Some yeshivas are
offering questionable courses; which many see as
purely draft-dodging institutions.

Haredim Position
Haredi sees themselves as offering a vital service to

subsidies are an essential element keeping the
Coalition in power.

Secular Israelis

Secular Israelis argue that they make the money that
keeps the state flourishing and they also serve in the
IDF, therefore they are carrying a disproportionate load
and becoming increasingly resentful. Their reasoning?

Israel in both security and strengthening Israel as the
only Jewish state. They resent the notion that they are
not pulling their weight or could be assigned national
service when they regard being engaged in Torah study
as a huge personal sacrifice. When Haredi men opt to
go to the 1IDF they often face huge obstacles from their
families including estrangement as they are seen as

Since Haredim receive generous allowances and

subsidies from the state funded by the other groups in

Israeli society, Haredim should carry their load.

Religious Zionists

Religious Zionists proudly serve in the IDF. This group

traitors abandoning the cause.

Since 7 October, some Haredim have responded by
davening for soldiers, hosting IDF barbeques and

providing tefillin and instruction in use, for them. Their

goal was to meet soldiers’ awakening religious needs.

Local Politics—Jurisdiction or Not?

Local government was designed to manage roads,
rubbish, pipes, libraries and pools, basically local
infrastructure. Or at least that’s what 1 thought. So
how come councils all over New Zealand are passing
all sorts of remits and getting into all kinds of other
areas. What about jurisdiction? Surely it is not legal
to stray those other areas? Jurisdiction is a principle
in law that defines the limit of power or authority
over which an authority has control. Basically
jurisdiction acts as a break and stops individuals and
entities from doing whatever they like.

In the good old days local councils were kept in check
by the requirements of local government legislation
and the principle of jurisdiction, so weren't able to
stray far from their core duties. But this all changed
during the Helen Clark years when the Local

Government Act 2002 was passed. General competence
was expanded to include the four well-beings:

e Social

e« Economic

« Environmental
e Cultural factors

This gave councils almost carte blanche do whatever
they liked and they did. It expanded the basis for
acceptance of proposals and the documents
increased in size. It also allowed for fluffy benefits
since positive benefit dollars were no longer a
requirement. Councillors had their pet projects and
the line between central and local government was
blurred. Ratepayers were none too pleased as rates
climbed and councils endlessly debated these other

matters rather than focusing on core issues.
Meantime delayed maintenance became pressing, as
Wellington showed with leaking pipes all over the
city, and councils signed up for elaborate sewage
systems and other niceties.

The incoming National government hinted at a
return to the basics and formalised it by announcing
the change in policy at the Local Government
conference in Wellington in 2024. Minister Simeon
Brown confirmed it just prior to the Christmas break.
The reforms will refocus councils on core services
and remove reference to the four well-beings and
clarify the distinction between the roles of central
and local government to ensure there is no
duplication. Changes will be introduced in mid-2025,
just in time for the October local body elections.




From Tel Aviv

By Yosef Livne, Former Israeli
Ambassador to New Zealand

No One is Left
Behind

Wars are a terrible

experience. | am certain

most people will agree

with this statement.

The parades of the
victorious cannot hide the fact that
their triumph exerted a terrible price on
human lives. The thought of the instant
when families receive the news of the
death of a loved one in combat is
nothing short of sheer horror.
Unfortunately, here in Israel, since 7
October, more than 800 soldiers have
lost their lives and so many families
have joined the sad rows of the
bereaved. Sadly, even now as | write
these lines, an IDF spokesman has
informed that seven more soldiers were
killed in Lebanon and Gaza.

Surely our readers need not be reminded
of the sacrifice this nation has made
since its very first day. The wars and
terror attacks have resulted in numerous
casualties both killed and wounded. In
response, the Ministry of Defense
established special departments to assist
the bereaved families and the wounded
soldiers. In addition to that, the
association of the IDF disabled has
established various centres across Israel
called Beit Halohem, (the House of the
Fighter). These centres offer disabled
soldiers a wide range of activities
including sports and rehabilitation.

Turning to the present situation,
according to the latest published figures
over 12,000 soldiers were wounded in
combat since 7 October. These figures
signify a 20% increase in the number of
patients under the responsibility of the
Rehabilitation Department. Most of the
wounded (51%) are between 18 and 30
years of age. 66% of them were
reservists and 1500 soldiers were
wounded twice. 8500 soldiers suffered
physical injuries and 43% now suffer from
anxiety, depression, and post-trauma.

Furthermore, a special hotline provides
information concerning all stages of
rehabilitation from the process of
establishing a level of disability, medical
committees, medical and psychological
care and welfare and rehabilitation
services. There is also a 24-hour hotline
called One Soul offering primary
psychological support.

Undoubtedly, the Ministry of Defense
through its relevant departments offers a
wide network of services for wounded
soldiers and their families. Nevertheless,
there are other providers of attention
outside government. For instance,
Sheeba Medical Centre near Tel Aviv
provides rehabilitation services through
its Centre for the injured in combat. The
Ichilov Medical Centre in Tel Aviv has
initiated a project aimed at providing
professional training for wounded
veterans thereby facilitating their
reintegration into society.
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Ambassador Yaakoby’s Farewell

2024 marks the end of a fruitful four-
year term for His Excellency Ambassador
Ran Yaakoby, who has expressed pride in
the accomplishments that have
strengthened diplomatic ties between
Israel, New Zealand, Samoa, the Cook
Islands, and Niue.

In the Kingdom of Tonga, a notable
achievement was Israel’s rapid response
following the 2022 Hunga Tonga-Hunga
Ha’apai volcanic eruption and resulting
tsunami, where the embassy provided
essential food aid to the children of
Tonga. Development assistance has
continued to provide support to
communities as they recover. The
ambassador’s subsequent visit to Tonga
included a visit to St Andrew’s High
School and the donation of laptops to
benefit student education. In 2024 a
successful partnership with the NGO
MORDI Tonga Trust and the
Government of Tonga to the community
of Atata Si'i brought Israeli home Biogas
systems to the village, which convert
waste into renewable energy.
Additionally, drip irrigation systems
from Israeli manufacturer Netafim will
support agriculture whilst increasing
resilience to climate change.

Israel’s diplomatic presence in the South
Pacific has expanded. Ambassador
Yaakoby marked a historic milestone by
becoming Israel’s first ambassador to
Niue after establishing diplomatic
relations in 2023. This year, the first
Honorary Consul of the State of Israel to
the Kingdom of Tonga appointed,
Honorary Consul James Panuve.
Collaborative international development

Farewell dinner in Hamilton: The Ambassador joined the Israeli Dance Group’s performance and
enjoyed singing songs in Hebrew with them. | Photo: Embassy of Israel in New Zealand

projects will continue through MASHAV
(the Hebrew acronym for the Agency for
International Development Cooperation
within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs). A
key success has been training courses in
Israel for government officials and
agricultural specialists from Tonga, the
Cook Islands, and Samoa, where they
acquired valuable skills and innovative
ideas to bring back home.

A highlight of Israel’s collaboration with
New Zealand in the field of agriculture
has been through the Trans-Tasman
Business Circle. The first-ever New
Zealand Agritech Delegation to Israel
explored opportunities in agritech and
foodtech, culminating in the inaugural
Israel-New Zealand Agritech Summit.

In his final months as ambassador,
several farewell events were held across
New Zealand, providing an opportunity
to express heartfelt gratitude for the
community’s support. “The friendships
we've forged and the progress we've
made together will always inspire me.
But I can’t ignore the difficult reality that
there are still hostages whose safe return
we continue to pray and work for. We
live in a world that often seems
increasingly hostile, yet we've shown
that by standing together, we can
overcome even the toughest challenges.
The road ahead is not easy, but with
determination and unity, I'm confident
that the strong ties between Israel and
New Zealand will only grow stronger.”

Jesus was a Palestinian?

In the lead-up to Christmas, social
media was awash with images and
statements claiming Jesus to be a
Palestinian: more propaganda. Then
the Pope was photographed with
supposedly baby Jesus lying in a
manger on a kiffiyeh. What’s wrong
with all that you may well ask? How
would you respond?

History

When Jesus came to earth it was
during the Roman era: think Pontius
Pilate and King Herod. The country
was called Israel, not Palestine.
Palestine as a name only came into
existence after the country was sacked
by Roman soldiers after 135 AD. It was
renamed to remove the connection
with Israel. Sound familiar?

Jesus as a Jew
Jesus must be a Jew to be the Jesus of
the Bible. He was born a Jew and

remains a Jew today. Jews are HIS
brethren (Matt 25:40). Jesus can’t be a
Christian nor can he be a Moslem.
Note that Islam was only founded in
the 7th century, so the concept of
being a Moslem was non-existent
during Jesus’ lifetime.

Jesus Fulfils Prophecy
Matthew’s Gospel reminds us that
Bethlehem was the birthplace of King
David. The prophets spoke of the root
of Jesse and the son of David. Jews
could easily go to Bethlehem because
it was one country. Today that is not
s0. Jesus must have been born in
Bethlehem to be the Messiah.

Jesus as a Freedom Fighter
Liberation theology paints Jesus as a
freedom fighter. Some link this ‘Jesus’
with the kiffiyeh, but the scarf has a
totally different meaning to people of
the Middle East. Ironically, when the

disciples asked Jesus if he was going to
liberate them from the Romans, he
said no. He came for a different
purpose. The Jews confused the first
and second coming. Some Christians
are confusing his identity to suit their
own narrative. It’s a different Jesus.

Bethlehem Today

Judea and Samaria or the West Bank
to the world, is divided into three
zones. Bethlehem is part of Zone A,
meaning both civil and military
control reside outside Israel. The
Palestinian Authority is supposedly in
charge. Christians used to comprise
80% of Bethlehem’s population, but
now less than 20%. For the first time,
Bethlehem Christians asked the Israeli
government if they could celebrate
Christmas in Jerusalem as conditions
in Bethlehem were oppressive. Wake-
up and be wise in your choice of Jesus.
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War Diaries /-

Terrorism So Close to Home

B Sondra Oster Baras
International President of CFOIC
Heartland

On a beautiful Monday morning in
January, terrorists stopped their vehicle
in the middle of a main road, got out of
the car and started shooting in every
direction. There was a bus travelling in
one direction and cars going in both
directions. Many were injured. Three
were murdered: Rachel Cohen, Aliza
Reis and Elad Vinkelstein.

The road links my community, Karnei
Shomron, with the next community to
the east, Kedumim. The two
communities are well connected to one
another. The high school students from
both communities study in the same
school, and people from one community
work in the other. Karnei Shomron is
the larger community with more
services so many from Kedumim come
regularly to Karnei Shomron to shop, go
out for dinner, or go to the pool. And we
have friends across both communities.

Rachel Cohen and Aliza Reis, both
women in their seventies, were both
guidance counsellors from Kedumim.
They were also best friends. Rachel had
already retired but Aliza was finishing
her last year of work. Aliza was the
guidance counsellor at one of the
elementary schools in Karnei Shomron
and she was loved by parents, teachers
and students alike, always there when
needed. Rachel had once lived in Elon
Moreh. But after her close friend and
neighbour Rachel Gavish was murdered
in her home together with her husband,
father and son, the Gavish children
moved to Kedumim to be with relatives.
Rachel Cohen moved her family to
Kedumim to be near the Gavish children
and be a part of their lives. So terrorism
and its tragic consequences were no
stranger to Rachel.

When the news hit of a terrorist attack
on the road near Kedumim, at first only
the murder of the two women was
announced. 1 heard the news and 1 was
deeply worried. They mentioned the
women as being in their 6os or 70s and
that meant that any of my friends could
have been the victims. We held our
breath and worried for hours until the
names of the victims were released.

My sister was a good friend of Aliza Reis.
She was the head of school of
psychology in Karnei Shomron until her
recent retirement and worked closely
with Aliza for decades. As soon as she
heard about the attack, she phoned
Aliza, knowing that she was still making
her way to work in Karnei Shomron
each morning. The phone rang and rang
with no answer, my sister was worried.

Soon, we heard the news that there was a
third victim—a young man in his thirties.

[ have five children in their thirties and
early forties and while 1 knew that my
children were safe, 1 kept wondering if
this was a friend of any of theirs.

Then they announced the names and we
discovered that the young man was Elad
Vinkelstein who had grown up in Karnei
Shomron. He had been a close childhood
friend of my nephew. His brother had
recently moved back to Karnei Shomron
and had become friendly with my son.
And his son was good friends with my
grandson. That son, Naveh, was in the
car when his father was shot in front of
his eyes. He phoned his mother to tell
her. Naveh is ten years old.

I moved to Karnei Shomron in 1987 and
shortly after that, terrorists attacked a
group of teenagers hiking in Samaria,
murdering a 15-year-old girl. That attack
signaled a change. Suddenly, we had to
think twice before driving around the
countryside, stopping to shop in local
Arab markets, and hiking in the
beautiful hills that surround us. Even as
we became more cautious, the violence
escalated. At the time, all of the main
roads in Judea and Samaria drove
through Arab towns and villages. And
nearly every day, Arab terrorists, even
children, would throw rocks or Molotov
cocktails at our cars. People were
injured. People were killed. It was a time
when each and every resident of Judea
and Samaria had to consciously commit
to living here, knowing that we could be
risking our lives daily. But we
persevered. We were not going to let the
terrorists drive us off our land.

Ever since those first years of terror,
terrorism has had its ups and downs.
Over the years, bypass roads were built
to enable us to avoid entering Arab
towns and villages. Actually, one of the
last villages to include a main road
through its centre was the village where
the recent terrorist attack took place.
Just days prior to the attack, the
government had announced plans to
complete the final stages of the road
that would bypass that village.

Since 7 October 2023, attention has
focused on the main battle fronts,
initially in Gaza and more recently in
Lebanon and Syria as well. But no one
was talking about Judea and Samaria.
For months, 1 have called Judea and
Samaria the third front that no one is
talking about. The IDF has been well
aware of this front, of course, and has
fought bravely and effectively in a far
more aggressive manner than before.
There have been air strikes and street
battles against terrorist groups in
Shechem, Jenin and TulKarem, the three
cities in Samaria with a strong Hamas
and Islamic Jihad presence. Israeli
intelligence has been working overtime

Our children are our life and the guarantee of our future. | Photo: CFOIC

and has successfully prevented over
1,000 terrorist attacks in 2024 alone. As
a result of their diligence, there was a
40% decrease in actual terrorist attacks
over the past year.

But the terrorists are still among us,
funded and armed by Iran, and others.
The IDF has tripled its presence along
the Jordan Valley border with Jordan, to
try and stop the ongoing smuggling of
arms and ammunition coming through
that border from Iran via Jordan to
Judea and Samaria. It is an ongoing
battle and one that we dare not stop.

With the spectre of the 7 October
massacre always before us, we have
placed added emphasis on civilian
protection for communities in the event
of an attack. Everyone—civilians, police
and military—is on alert 24/7.

So how do we live? It is amazing what
you can get used to. Ever since 1988,
terrorist attacks have become a part of
our lives. It isn’t right. 1t isn’t fair. But it’s
a fact. Over the years, we have lost
friends and neighbours to terrorist
attacks. One of my neighbours is in a
wheelchair, paralysed from the waist
down from an attack over 20 years ago.
Today, he volunteers his time to visit
wounded soldiers and victims of
terrorist attacks, to give them hope and
courage. Life goes on.

When one of our loved ones is injured
or killed, we are heartbroken. We mourn
them. We weep and then we find a way
to move on. When someone in the
community suffers such a loss, everyone
rallies to hel]p—some bereaved families
are receiving home-baked goodies from
neighbours even a year after the tragedy.
It is our way of saying we are with you.
It is also our way of remembering that it
could have happened to any one of us.

One day, they will give up. They will
realise that their hatred has consumed

any chance for them to have a normal
life. But we will never give up. And we
will never lose our hold on life. They
may continue to murder us but we will
not let them kill our desire for life and
our commitment to all that is good in
this world. We will continue to have
children and grandchildren—the very
essence of life. And we will pray to God
for protection and strength.

Sondra Oster Baras is the Founder and International
President of CFOIC Heartland, representing the Jewish
communities in Judea and Samaria to Christians all
over the world. To support the urgent needs of the
people of Judea and Samaria, during this terrible war,
please use the form on the back page and select
CFOIC (Christian Friends of Israeli Communities).
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An Interview with Professor Wayne Horowitz

Dr Sheree Trotter interviewed
Professor Wayne Horowtiz from
Hebrew University about his trip to
New Zealand.

What brought you here to New
Zealand?

I'm an Assyriologist. 1 work with
cuneiform tablets. My connection with
New Zealand begins with the fact that,
due to various circumstances and
accidents of history, there are around
200 clay tablets written in the
cuneiform script from ancient
Babylonia, Assyria, Sumer, Akkad,
ancient Iraq and the ancient Near East
held in New Zealand collections. Most
importantly, the Otago Museum has a
world-class international collection of
over 150 documents and artefacts
inscribed in the ancient script of
Mesopotamia, ancient Iraq.

I also came here as a part of a project
working with indigenous peoples using
some of the methodology 1learned from
working with an ancient dead
civilisation to civilisations who are in
crisis and danger, in trying to retain
what's left and rebuild. This I learned
from my work with the Gwich'in First
Nations people in Arctic Canada and
Alaska, the Yukon and Northwest
territories.

As I've spent my time moving from
cuneiform to cuneiform collection and
talking with members of the Maori
community, and those of Jewish and
Christian backgrounds, my experience
here in New Zealand has become a
journey of awakening, of self-awareness
and of finding personal peace with some
of the tragic events that occurred in my
country on 7 October 2023.

When 7 October happened and
atrocities were committed against the
Jewish people, 1 was of course, stunned.
No words can describe one’s feelings
about watching one’s neighbours, fellow
countrymen and friends be slaughtered
and butchered in their homes. What was
also disturbing, was the world accusing
me of being a colonialist, when it was
clear to me that 1 belonged to the land
of Israel in the way that the Gwich'in
First Nations people belonged to the
forests of northern Canada and the
Mackenzie and Blackstone rivers. It was
shocking to hear this accusation that 1

was a white colonialist and at the same
time that this justified the murder of my
own people in my own homeland.

I didn't really know what to do with
that. For months 1 was very disheartened
and felt really helpless. As 1 was looking
through the Internet, 1 bumped into a
newspaper article about the Indigenous
Embassy in Jerusalem. It gave me a label
for all the experiences and feelings I'd
been having. 1t took me a day to figure
this out and 1 told my family, “I think I
have found what I need to do”. 1 sent a
preliminary email just saying, hello, my
name is... I'd be interested in speaking
with you and seeing if 1 can be of service.
That started my work with the
Indigenous Embassy in Jerusalem.

You co-convened the IEJ
Academic Symposium which took
place last year in Jerusalem. What
do you see as the significance of
the Indigenous Embassy in
Jerusalem?

I think the Indigenous Embassy in
Jerusalem gives voice not only to Jewish
aspirations for an indigenous future, but
I think it gives voice to all indigenous
people around the world to what their
part of humanity has offered and
continues to offer to the wider world. It
also opens a dialogue with non-
indigenous people in different places in
the world to be part of the discussion
and ultimately to the preservation of the
things that I think most people would
agree are the fruits of modern Western
Judeo-Christian civilisation, of freedom:
freedom for women, freedom for
minorities, basic human rights. It all
goes together. Indigenous identity is not
the antithesis of Western values.
Indigenous identity and protection of
Indigenous identity is the way forward, 1
believe, into the 21st century. In this way
all peoples of the world can find a place
for themselves. 1 only hope that we're
able to move in that direction out of
love and respect, rather than from
ignorance and hatred.

After 7 October, media and social
media outlets pushed the
narrative that this horrendous
attack was justified because Israel
was supposedly a colonialist state.
How do you respond to that?

This great colonialist lie seeks to dismiss
Jewish indigeneity and Jewish claims to
the land of Israel—and it hurts. 1t hurts
me in the same way that I think it would
hurt any minority group. This is not said
about any other national or ethnic
group in the world. Black Lives Matter
would be horrified if someone said that
they had no connection to Africa and
didn’t have a history in the Americas
which was tragic, or that the First
Nations of North America had no rights

Hon Alfred Ngaro, Dame Lesley Max, Dr Sheree Trotter, Prof Wayne Horowitz and Mrs Lilach Horowitz

or that Maori had no rights to be in New
Zealand. 1 don’t understand how anyone
could say that Zionism, which is the
national liberation movement of the
Jewish people, is racism and colonialism
any more than one could say that the
anti-Apartheid movement in South
Africa was racist by its very nature.

People who say these things have no
idea how wrong they are, but that’s on
an intellectual and academic level. On a
personal level, how hurtful it is to hear
someone claim that your identity is not
only false, but it’s wicked—that you have
no right to live. And that, of course,
brings up vestiges of the Jewish
experience in modernity where the
thought that Jews have no right to live,
no right to any place on this earth led to
the death by murder of five or six of my
great-grandparents in Europe. I've seen
this on posters on the main road of
Dunedin in New Zealand, by Otago
University. That was in one sense,
unbelievable and almost laughable, but
it was on the other hand shocking and
deeply disturbing, that in 2025 those
kinds of views would not only be
permitted to stay for days and weeks in
public view without any response but to
be celebrated by people. If this is the
proper response to murder and
mayhem, 1 don’t get it.

If you look at the Israeli Declaration of
Independence 1948, it states quite
clearly in terms that match the
terminology of the indigenous
movements that we’re using today, that
the Jews emerged in the lands of Israel,
their culture was formed in the lands of
Israel. Jews throughout the world
celebrated the holidays of the land of
Israel, no matter where they were, and
we always dreamed of going back to
Israel. One of the key moments of the
Jewish year is at the end of the Passover

Seder, you say, “Next year in Jerusalem”.
1t was the dream of every Jew
celebrating the key liturgical event of
the Jewish year, of going back to
Jerusalem. One of the key moments in
the lifetime of any person is their
wedding ceremony. The Jewish wedding
ceremony always ended, as mine did,
with stepping on the glass and saying, “If
1 forget thee O Jerusalem”, because our
own personal joy could not be full if our
national joy was not full. Our people’s
joy was not full if we were not able to
live our lives in our homeland.

So 1 don’t have the words to express the
feelings, emotions and thoughts that this
gaslighting of Jewish identity and Jewish
history brings up for me as an Indigenous
Jewish person, now trying to be part of
the great experiment of rebuilding our
national identity, of taking control of our
future in our own national homeland.
People need to start looking at Israel and
Zionism like that, and they need to see
me like that, not as someone who has no
relationship to the land. I'm part of the
land. The land is part of me.

What impact has this trip had on
you?

In addition to my academic work on the
cuneiform tablets, I've been talking with
members of the indigenous Maori
community and speaking at events of
friends of Israel, in Dunedin,
Christchurch, Rotorua and Auckland.
What I've gotten in return has been an
amazing insight into who I am, both
right now and in time and place of going
back generations and thinking about
different aspects of my own life. And so
anything that I've been giving, what I've
gotten back is really a new sense of self
and where 1 fit as a Jew, as an Israeli, as
an indigenous person.
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Modern Israel is Still Biblical Israel—par -

B Ps Nigel Woodley

For the Protection of Zion I Speak Up |
New Zealand

This article is the second of a seven-part

series based on the e-book Modern Israel
is Still Biblical Israel by Ps Nigel Woodley.

Israel is an Important Bible
Doctrine

From a statistical point of view ‘Israel’
dominates a decent amount of the Bible
script.

There are 31,102 verses in the entire
Christian Bible. The words ‘Israel’ or
‘Judah’ are mentioned by name in 3,174
of those verses. Over 10% of verses
mention Israel and Judah by name,
without even including the subject
matter around those verses.

By comparison, one major doctrinal
word ‘love’ appears in 681 verses of the
New International Version of the Bible.
‘Faith’, another important doctrine, is
mentioned in only 244 verses. What
about the favorite of the new
millennials—°grace’ which appears in a
mere 123 verses of the Bible? Combining
the verses where love, faith and grace
are mentioned, the total is still only one
third of the number of verses occupied
by Israel and Judah—words synonymous
with God’s covenant Jewish people. The
point is not that Israel is more
important than grace, faith or love, but
rather, that Israel should command
some ‘airtime’ in our preaching and
teaching if we are to agree with the
apostle Paul who said in Acts 20: 27, “I
have not shunned to declare unto you all
the counsel of God”.

Some more statistics: in the Bible, God is
known by many names—Holy God,
Mighty God, God of all mercy,
Everlasting Father etc. Most of these and
other names describe who God is. But
there is another pre-eminent name of
God, the ‘God of Israel. That name does
not so much describe who God is, but
rather who God is with. That title is
attributed to God 197 times in the Bible.
Add other phrases such as ‘Holy One of
Israel’, ‘Rock of Israel’, ‘Mighty One of
Jacob’, and ‘My people Israel’ and you will
find that the Lord allies himself to the
Jewish people by name over 300 times. It
is not only that God has given Israel his
name; he has also taken on their name.

So over 3,000 times Israel and Judah are
mentioned in the Bible, and over 300
times God is called by the name Israel or
its related words. 1 trust that clarifies
things. This gives some perspective on
the enormity of the place that the
people of Israel occupy in Scripture.

The Relevance Scripture Gives

Israel in the Old Testament
Israel is introduced into the Bible

narrative only 11 chapters into the book
of Genesis. It begins by reminding us
that the Jewish people are Semites— i.e.
descendants of Shem, the son of Noah.
The Pocket Oxford Dictionary describes a
Semite as “any of the races supposedly
descended from Shem (Genesis 10),
including especially Jews and Arabs”
(Sykes 824). Thus, persecution against
the Jewish people is referred to as
antisemitism.

The Jewish story begins in Genesis 11:10
“These are the generations of Shem”. A
notable descendant of Shem and
forefather of the Jewish people—four
generations before Abram—is Eber
(Genesis 11:14-26). Eber is worth
mentioning because he was alive during
the building of the Tower of Babel. The
event was such an historical landmark
that Eber named one of his sons after it.
We read in Genesis 10:25 “And unto Eber
were born two sons: the name of one was
Peleg; for in his days was the earth
divided’. Eber gave his son Peleg that
name because Peleg means division. The
result of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11
was that the human race of that time
was divided into different tongues, and
it seems that the tongue with which
Eber spoke after the division was
Hebrew—a language he and his family
were the first to speak.

Having the ability to read and speak
some basic Hebrew I can tell you that
Eber is better transliterated from the
Hebrew as Evir, as the second Hebrew
letter bet can sound like both our
English letters ‘b’ or V. It is from this
word Evir we get evri or ivii—meaning
Hebrew.

So Evir (Eber) was the first person to
speak Evri (Hebrew), and the language
was named after him. His descendants
who would naturally speak his tongue
would be called the Hebrews. The first
use of the word Evri is in relation to
Abram when he is referred to as the
Evri—the Hebrew (Genesis 14:13). Abram
is the first Hebrew mentioned because
he and his people were speaking that
language, the tongue he had inherited
from his great, great, great, great
grandfather Eber after the earth was
divided.

Throughout history the Hebrew language
never completely died out as it has been
part of the liturgical worship in the
synagogue for millennia, but it was
discontinued as a commonly spoken
tongue. However, in the last 130 years it
has been resurrected and is again the
unifying tongue of the people of Israel.
The Bible is a book primarily about the
people of Israel, geographically situated in
the Land of Israel. The Old Testament
was recorded in the tongue of the Hebrew
speaking people—the people of Israel.

From introducing Abram’s line of
descent in Genesis 11 we go on to read
about his divine ascent in Genesis 12:1-3:
“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Go
from your country, your people, and your
father’s household, to a land that 1 will
show thee: 1 will make of you into a great
nation, and I will bless you, 1 will make
your name great; and you will be a
blessing: 1 will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through

»”

you.

From Genesis 12 onward we are given a
biblical record of Israel’s history. The
story is a comprehensive account of
Israel’s beginnings; her development as a
nation; her high points and low points;
both blessings and judgements, but
always with the promise of a grand
restoration and consummation. The
story goes from inception to slavery;
from slavery to freedom; from freedom
to possessing a Land. Possession means
judges, kings, prophets, and priests; it
means a capital with a temple; it means
enemies—Ilots of enemies. The story
migrates from possession to deportation
and exile, and then to a promised return.

The main actor is a faithful God; the
main support role is often a faithless
Israel; the main location is the land of
Israel; the main theme is God wanting a
covenant relationship with his chosen
people; and the main hope is not just
the redemption of Israel, but the
salvation of the entire world.

If you take Israel out of the Old
Testament you are left with just a
remnant of the books: Job, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and
Jonah, although four of those five books
were written by Israelites. It is beyond me
how Christian theologians can ignore the
huge part that Israel plays in the divine
narrative and then have the audacity to

| Photo: Lightstock

suggest that God has completely replaced
Israel with the Church. After making
Israel such an integral part of his story
and then to wipe them completely from
it would prove a great failure on the part
of God. It would mean that he could not
finish what he started. But of course, this
is not so.

The story of Israel which begins in
Genesis does not end at the beginning
of the New Testament. Next time 1 will
talk about the relevance Scripture gives
Israel in the Christian New Testament.

Bibliography: Sykes, J. B. ed. The Pocket Oxford
Dictionary—Sixth Edition. Oxford, Great Britain:
Oxford University Press, 1978.
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“Thank You is Far Too Small a Word!”

B Anemone Ruger
Project Coordinator | Holocaust
Survivors Ukraine

What Holocaust survivors in Ukraine
would like to say to our readers.

When we travel to Ukraine with our team
to visit first and second generation
Holocaust survivors, we often wonder, How
can we ease the indescribable suffering they
experienced? The inconceivable atrocities of
the Nazi era, embedded in the Stalinist
persecution before and after the war, the
loneliness of their old age, right up to the
horrors of the current war? But just like He
once asked Moses, God is asking us the
simple question today: “What is in your
hand?” Thanks to our loyal supporters, we
always have something in our hands—a
food parcel, a bouquet of flowers, a hot
water bottle. And with these simple things,
the Father’s love connects and brings
healing to the wounded souls of the
survivors. With the following brief reports,
we would like to share with our praying
and donating supporters some of the many
miracles of the heart reflected in the
survivors’ words of gratitude.

We have barely entered the room when
a stream of thankful words starts
flowing from Mery’s lips.

“What an honour that you've come to
visit me! So much attention for me!
How did I deserve this? God grant you
good health!”

Mery lives in Kremenchug. She has seen a
lot—she has been on this earth since
1928. “First the great famine in Ukraine,
then the flood in Kremenchug, then the
war and the flight, and then the great
earthquake when we lived in Ashkhabad.”

Mery’s grandmother was very religious
and observed all of the Jewish holidays.
“Grandfather didn’t come with us when
we left,” says Mery. “The Nazis tied him
to a horse and dragged him through the
village. That’s how he died. That’s what
people told us when we returned.”
Unimaginable childhood memories.

Mery's Greatest Gift

“After the war, yes, there were Jews in the
city who returned. They secretly went
into a basement where they met to pray.”

And Mery thanks us once again: “Thank

you is far too small a word for everything
you do for us! Thank you for all the gifts!
But my greatest gift is that you came!”

Food for Body and Soul

In Kremenchug, we work with the
synagogue congregation to provide
needy senior citizens with medication,
hot meals and nourishment for their
spirit. For Rosh Hashanah, we invited 30
Jewish senior citizens from our
programme to the synagogue. We are
hosted by the cooks who also prepare
the food for the needy. We already know
their skills from our previous visits.

We have bought 30 gifts and assume that
at least the statistical 10% of those invited
won't come, even more so in this age
group. When everyone is seated, there are
33—not 10%, but more! Everyone wants to
be there if there is a chance of a reunion.
When the music starts, Rabbi Salamon
himself takes the microphone and makes
everyone sing along with ‘Hava Nagila’

“I Have Recovered”

Soya is keen to talk to us. “Back then
when | was diagnosed with cancer, 1 had
to sell everything 1 had to afford
surgery,” says Soya. “At the time, |
thought my life was over. But then you
came along. Thanks to you, I'm alive!”

Igor, the rabbi’s assistant, also
approaches us. “Do you remember me?
I'm the one that Pastor Johannes and his
wife Ute prayed for back then. I had just
had a serious cancer operation and had
little chance of survival. That was many
years ago now. 1 have recovered!”

Words of Hope, Handwritten
Ira is so grateful for the medication, our
food parcel and the gifts, but she is most
touched by the handwritten card from a
supporter in Germany. “Fear not”—the
words of Isaiah go straight to her heart.

“l am so moved,” says Ira. “How much
we need such words of hope right now,
when the siren goes off every day! I'm
going to put the card in a visible place so
that 1 can read it every day!”

He is Our Healer, he is Our King

“We used to live in Filesti,” says Mira in
Belz, Moldova. “Dad worked as a
shoemaker in a village. We were a big
family. Then we had to flee, by horse
cart, towards Soroca. When we got to
the river, not everyone could come with
us. I crossed over to the other side with
my mom and brother, and dad stayed
behind with grandma and a brother.
Then we were attacked from the air. We
waited another day for them, but they
never came...”

Evi, one of our volunteers, puts a red
heart into Mira’s hand. ‘You're someone
special’, it says.

“There was a German here last year,”
says Mira. “He played the violin for me.
He also asked for forgiveness for what
happened here. 1 know God will heal our
hearts. He is our healer; He is our King.”

What Still Keeps Nikolai on
This Earth

Nikolai, our dear Nikolai... He is already
waiting for us at the entrance to his
apartment block in Ungheni on the
Romanian border. He has lost so much,
and our visit means so much to him.
When we met him just over a year ago,
he was mourning the loss of his wife and
only daughter. They had both died of
coronavirus within a single week.

30 Jewish seniors were invited to a joint luncheon at the synagogue. | Photo: C41 Germany

Nikolai has set up his little camping table
in the living room for us again— cake,
coffee and strawberry secco to celebrate
the day. Yes, he was also in Munich, he
explains, back then with his ensemble.

Nikolai used to be a professional
musician himself—his instrument was
the clarinet. Back then, before Chernobyl.
After he was ordered by the authorities
to work as a first responder without
protective equipment, his career as a
musician was over. The fact that he is
Jewish and that his grandfather was
murdered because of that had been kept
a secret by his family for the longest time.

There have been no instruments in
Nikolai’s apartment for a long time.
Almost all of his friends are gone too.
“Some of my students and friends have
become well-known musicians in Israel.
I no longer have the strength. With my
ailing heart, 1 can barely make it to
Kishinov. What still keeps me on this
earth is that | have friends like you,” says
Nikolai, the voice of this tall, strong man
breaking.

Evi puts a red heart she has brought
with her in his hand. It’s a hand warmer
that says: ‘Be blessed’—so that Nikolai
has something to remind him that he is
precious and loved.

It All Started With Uman
Despite the bad road, we choose the
southern route for our journey back to
Vinnitsa. Uman is on the way—one of
the first Jewish communities we ever
visited and supported.

When we enter the familiar old Soviet
apartment, the ladies are carrying plate
after plate out of the kitchen—blinchiki
(stuffed pancakes), gingerbread cake,
fruit and cheese plates, and—not to be
forgotten—something to toast with.
L'chaim! And Shabbat Shalom—Lyuba
just lit the candles.

Galina’s daughter shows a photo of her
mother to me. “Do you remember the
hand-knitted blanket you brought
mom? She’s had it on her knees all
winter!”

Someone Knows Our Story
After having delivered the greetings
from the sponsors and supporters at
home, Dmitri takes the floor. “The fact
that someone in Germany knows our
personal story... and has our photo with
them... and prays for us... this is beyond
my comprehension!” Dmitri was born in
the Uman ghetto in 1942; his father and
mother were left alive by the Nazis as
they were considered ‘useful’ as
shoemakers.

I Really Want to go There

Sofia also survived the camp with her
mother, who had to carry out forced
labour under the harshest conditions. “1
can hardly walk now; I didn’t leave the
house all summer,” Sofia explains. “But
when | heard you were coming, 1 said to
my daughter: “I really want to go, no
matter what! Somehow I'll drag myself
there with my walking cane! You've
added precious days to our lives today!”

You Bring us Light and Warmth
“Whenever we hear your name, we feel
warm and light in our hearts,” adds
Olga. The Olga who survived the
executions in a nearby shtetl and was
pulled wounded from underneath the
dead bodies by two young boys.

“You bring us so much light and warmth
in these difficult times! Thank you is far
too small a word to express our hearts to
you!”

Kindly join us in supporting the many
Holocaust survivors and Jewish elderly
in Ukraine in the upcoming winter.
Will you help?

Any amount helps.
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Biblical Reflection /-

The Garden of Rabbinical Interpretation

B Yaakov Ben Yehoshua
Spiritual Leader | Beth Melekh International

When thinking of the ministry of Messiah Yeshua in the
first century CE we often neglect to consider His
religious practice and the probability that He, being the
author of all things, saw no problem in rightly applying
the interpretive method of His rabbinical peers,
utilising it as a vehicle for conveying the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God.

Contrary to the esoteric claims of many modern
Christian scholars Yeshua wasn’t born into time and
space as a universal archetype of no specific ethnicity.
He was born a Jew, of the tribe of Judah in the Roman-
occupied Judean town of Bethlehem. As He grew He
learned to value the practice of first-century Biblical
Judaism as it pertained to His redemptive work. This is
evident in the Gospel accounts where He’s seen to pray
brachot (Jewish religious blessings), attend synagogue
on Shabbat ‘as was His custom’, and according to the
commandments of God to B'nai Yisrael (the children of
Israel) observe the Regalim (Three Journey Festivals) of
Israel.

Therefore, it would be foolish of us to presume that
Yeshua didn’t utilise, at least on some occasions, the
traditional rabbinical method of biblical interpretation.

Pardes (garden) is first mentioned in a legend about
four rabbis of the Mishnaic (1st century) period. While
sources differ on the finer details of the legend the
account in its simplest form reads as follows:

The word pardes, as explained, means orchard or
garden and is a metaphorical reference to Gan Eden
(paradise).

Secondly, there’s no explicit biblical instruction that
gives a schematic for Bible interpretation. Those who
claim therefore that Christianity’s Greco-Roman
Schematic detailing exegesis, hermeneutics, and the
flawed ideal of eisegesis etc. is the most reliable
methodology but resist the rabbinical schematic
PaRDeS, are being intellectually dishonest at best, and
at worst foolish. It’s equally ignorant to claim that post-
modern textual criticism is more trustworthy than the
traditional rabbinical method. It’s the Torah that
critiques us and not the other way around.

So, where do we find implicit support for PaRDeS
within Scripture?

The P’shat, or plain meaning, is self-explanatory. There’s
no need to explain to a reader that the book means
what it says. Therefore, there’s no need to show
evidence from the Bible that God intends for us to take
it at face value relative to context, figurative, poetic and
metaphorical language.

The first mention of the practice of examining the
Scriptures in an exegetical way is in the book of Ezra
the scribe.

“For Ezra had set his heart lid’rosh to inquire of the Torah
of Adonay, to observe and to teach its statues and
ordinances in Israel.” Ezra 7:10

Here the root ‘darash (d’rash)’ is used specifically in

To look upon revealed Scripture with a view to critique or
stand in judgment of it leads to misinterpretation and great

spiritual harm.

“Four entered the orchard (pardes, garden of esoteric
Torah knowledge): Ben Azzay, Ben Zoma, Acher (Elisha
Ben Avuyah), and Rav Akiva. One looked and died. One
looked and was harmed. One looked and cut down the
trees. And one went up in peace and went down in peace.”
Talmud Bavliy, Tosefta Hagigah 2.2

This legend teaches that to look upon revealed
Scripture and fail to recognise it as God’s inerrant
Word leads to death. To look upon revealed Scripture
with a view to critique or stand in judgment of it leads
to misinterpretation and great spiritual harm. To look
upon Torah and cut down its pillars of morality is to
leave one devoid of the clean air purchased by its
directives. But, to enter the garden of interpretation
with humility means coming and going in the peace of
reconciliation with God. One could say that this legend
teaches the truth of Rav Shaul’s (Paul the Apostle) letter
to Romans 10:4, “Messiah is the Goal of the Torah unto
salvation for all who believe, trust, affirm, have faith.”

While extra-biblical evidence of PaRDeS post-dates the
first century, there is evidence for its practice within
Scripture.

Before examining the biblical support for PaRDeS, let’s
take a look at its form and practical application:

Firstly, PaRDeS (garden) is an acronym that describes
the traditional rabbinical method of interpretation. P =
P’shat (surface: plain meaning), R = Remez (hint), D =
D'rash (inquire: comparative), S = Sod (secret: mystery).
All subsequent interpretations are subject to the P’shat,
plain meaning.

relation to the Torah and therefore describes a practice
of interpretation and an intention to walk according to
that interpretation and teach it to others. This is the
perfect example of what it means to make a d’rash or
comparative teaching.

In addition to examples from the TaNaKh (OT), as
followers of Yeshua, we should look to Him and His
disciples for evidence of the use of the rabbinical
interpretive method. If He doesn’t teach using the
PaRDeS method, then why would we?

Let’s take a look at just a few of the many New
Testament examples of PaRDeS found in the book of
Matthew.

As stated earlier, every part of Scripture has a plain
meaning, therefore P’shat is the basis for the
subsequent methods of interpretation.

Examples of the use of PaRDeS in the HaBrit
HaChadashah (NT):

”

Remez (hint): Matthew 2:15 “Out of Eqypt I called my son.’
This is a quote from Hosea 11:1 and is being applied to
Yeshua by Matthew. If we read it to refer to the p’shat
(plain meaning) of Hosea 11:1, we must interpret it to
refer to ancient Israel’s collective escape from Egypt.
However, Matthew, the disciple of Yeshua, divinely
inspired by God, interprets it as a remez (hint) which is
alluding to the Messianic King as God’s Son. This is just
one of many examples of Matthew’s use of remez.

D’rash (inquire): Matthew 18:18 “.. Whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you lose on

| Artwork: Yaakov Ben Yehoshua

earth will be lost in heaven.” This verse taken literally
and out of context is often used by Christians to
demand that spiritual powers submit to them.
However, within the context of Matthew 18:14-18, the
p’shat (plain meaning) refers to the practical application
of principles concerning those who are sinning within
the body of believers. Thus the plain meaning indicates
a d’rash (comparative teaching) concerning the binding
and loosing of our actions according to Halakhah, ‘the
way we walk’ (yet another rabbinical principle that
Yeshua and His disciples applied to daily life).

Sod (mystery): Matthew 26:28 “Then He took the cup,
gave thanks and offered it to them saying, ‘Drink from it
all of you, This is My blood'..” If the figurative language
here were taken literally it would not only violate the
Torah commandment against consuming blood, but
along with other verses concerning the eating of
Yeshua’s flesh (John 6:51-56), could be understood as
teaching cannibalism. Yeshua explains to His disciples
that it is the Spirit that produces the deeper
understanding (John 6:63) and that His words are spirit
and life. This is evidence of a sod (mystery) that cannot
be gleaned from the p’shat (plain meaning) of the text.
A concept that is illuminated through spiritual
revelation alone and by no other means. This particular
sod (mystery) would be fully revealed following His
death and resurrection.

So what can we conclude?

1. There’s no explicit schematic for Bible interpretation
within Scripture.

2. PaRDeS is implicit in Scripture. Both Messiah and His
disciples employ it.

3. It’s arrogant and even misleading to use Greco-
Roman techniques and post-enlightenment textual
criticism as tools for Scriptural interpretation while
excluding the rabbinical interpretive tradition based on
the hypocritical assumption that it’s not divinely
appointed.
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Israeli Folk Dance: Rikudei Am

B Cherie McDonald

Nelson Bays Israeli Dancing

Israeli Folk Dance, Rikudei Am has been developing
since the early 1900’s. From roots of traditional Eastern
European dance, pioneers created dances which
reflected the ideals of their new life in the land.
Traditional ethnic dance of Arab, Yemenite, Kurdish,
Moroccan and returning Jews from many nations have
all influenced the style of dance and music.

Dances are choreographed for use in circles, lines and
partner dances. Some were created to celebrate
religious festivals, national or agricultural occasions
and most widely for use as a popular recreational
activity often enjoyed in packed gymnasiums in Israel,
USA, Australia and around the world.

Israeli Dance in New Zealand

New Zealand’s National Israeli Dance Camp, Machol
Pacifica, began in 1989 in Hamilton hosted by
enthusiasts Stan Morris and Raymond Matson. The
event continues to be hosted by groups around the
country interspersed with smaller regional workshops.
The ‘camps’ are well-loved social events and
wonderfully inspiring opportunities to learn newly
created dances from leading Israeli Choreographers.

Community Involvement

Whilst most dancers are content to come along to a
weekly 1% to 2 hour session of dancing, learning and
socialising, there are others who from time to time
reform and restructure dances for performances,

dressing up in their ‘costumes’ and heading out into
their communities to share the joy, celebration and
beauty of the dances. Each group’s involvement varies
depending on its affiliations and membership. For
groups connected to local Jewish communities
involvement may include helping celebrate festivals,
participating in events like Hannukah lightings, serving
Pesach meals or representing Israeli Dance in multi-
cultural events. Some might be called on to share in
schools, home-schooling groups or perhaps bring
something special to resthome residents. Other groups
may be invited to churches, special prayer events, local
Messianic events, visiting speakers and ministries
supporting these with performances and often
including the crowd so they too can experience the joy
of this communal dance.

Unique Ways to Connect with Travelling
Israelis

Our group celebrated 25 years of dancing this year, so
there are many great stories to tell, I'd like to share one of
my favourite memories. Two Kosher-keeping Israelis
stayed with me before heading into the Abel Tasman.
They intended being back by the following Wednesday to
join in our final dance night of the year, when we would
celebrate Hannukah. That Wednesday 1 received a call,
“we’ve met some Israelis along the way and they want to
come tonight too, is that ok?” “Sure, of course”, I replied.
What a delight it was to welcome 12 young enthusiastic
Israelis to join our dancers for our Hannukah
celebrations. They even taught us a new dance!

Ma na'avu—Isaiah 52:7 How lovely on the mountains—sharing good
news with resthome residents. | Photo: Nelson Bays Israeli Dancing

Anyone interested in learning more or joining a group can head to the
New Zealand Israeli Dance Website Machol Pacifica—New Zealand
Israeli Dance. Currently there are 11 dance groups, offering many
opportunities to join in and discover where a group meets near you.

Anzacs, Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran—Linked?

B Kelvin Crombie

Australian Historian | Documentor &
Founder of Heritage Resources

This article is part two, continuing
from our December issue.

Conflict in 1917-18 & Conflict
in 2024—is there a
Connection?

The common denominator between the
1917-18 and 2023-24 conflicts is the land
of Israel. This land of covenant promise
was redeemed from Islamic (Ottoman
Turkish) control in 1917-18, while in
2023-24 Islamic forces are endeavouring
to restore this land back to Islamic
control.

According to Genesis 15: 7-8 Almighty
God ‘cut’ the covenant with Abraham to
confirm the promise of the land.
Although there were other promises
bestowed to Abraham in Genesis 12: 1-3,
such as that all the families of the earth
would be blessed through him, yet the
reason why the covenant was ‘cut’ and
sealed with an oath was because
Abraham wanted confirmation of the
promise of the land.

This Covenant and promise of the land

was part of Almighty God’s great plan of
worldwide redemption, of restoring or
bringing humankind back into personal
relationship with Himself. Such a
restoration was necessary due to the
disobedience of Adam and Hava (Eve) in
the Garden of Eden, which resulted in
separation and the penalty of death.

Jesus came to the land of Israel to
restore this relationship by taking the
penalty of death upon Himself and to
die as a substitute for humankind. But
most of His own people according to the
flesh, the Jewish people, did not receive
Jesus as their Messiah and redeemer.

Following His death and resurrection
Jesus ascended from the Mount of
Olives, but He instructed His followers
to take this message of restoration,
reconciliation and redemption out to
the ends of the earth. Then as He
ascended angels reminded Jesus’
followers that He would return in like
manner—meaning in the clouds and to
the Mount of Olives to the east of
Jerusalem.

Scripture indicates that in some way
connected to Jesus’ return all Israel
would be saved; that all the people of

Israel would ‘know’ God through the
new covenant; that the people of
Jerusalem would cry out to Jesus
‘Blessed be He who comes in the name
of the Lord’; and that Jesus would be the
glory of God’s people Israel.”

It is clear, therefore, that the Jewish
people would need to be dwelling in
Jerusalem and the land of Israel. But in
1917-18 the majority were dispersed all
over the earth, while a usurping
worldview, Islam, claimed hegemony
over the land of covenant promise. The
role that the ANZACs played, as part of
the British-led Egyptian Expeditionary
Force, at Beersheba, Jerusalem and
Semach, was vital in redeeming the land
of Israel from Islamic control, thereby
permitting Israel’s establishment.

But the enemy of Almighty God always
endeavours to thwart the completion of
God’s redemptive plans, especially
through Nazi Germany. The Allied
victory at El Alamein, in which ANZACs
played a pivotal role, halted the Nazi
plans to destroy the Jewish people in the
Middle East. Today this opposition is
mostly associated with Islam, led at this
point by Iran and its proxies Hamas and

Hezbollah. But there are other forces
dedicated to the destruction and
discrediting of Israel, including cultural
Marxism and secular humanism.

This present conflict is not merely one
of flesh and blood, but it is a spiritual
conflict at the highest level. It revolves
around the integrity and character of
Almighty God to keep His covenant
promises and is being undergirded by
ideologies and worldviews dedicated to
hindering the return of Jesus to
Jerusalem.”

So what is our role as Australians and
New Zealanders today? Our main task in
these days of turmoil is to continue
bringing the message entrusted by Jesus
to His Jewish followers prior to His
ascension, a message about true and
enduring peace. This message is for all
peoples, to the Jew first and also to the
non-jew.

“Kelvin Crombie 2024.
kelvin@heritageresources.com.au

'See Romans 11, esp verses 11-16 & 26; Jeremiah 31: 31-
37; Matthew 23:37-39; Luke 2: 29-32.

"There are a number of publications by the author on
these subject matters.
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Georgian and Central Asian Jews—part ¢

B Joanna Moss

Following on from our series on the Jews
of Middle Eastern lands we head north to
the Caspian Sea, the Caucuses and the
Stans. The Caspian Sea is an inland sea
lying east of the Black Sea. The Caucus
region lies between the seas and the Stans
refers to the five countries to the north;
which were formally Soviet Central Asian
republics in the Soviet Union and became
independent countries in the early 1990s
in the aftermath of the Soviet collapse.
Why these nations are important to our
study of Jewish history and culture is the
role of Empires, the Silk Routes and the
dispersion of Soviet Jewry called FSU Jews
or Jews from the former Soviet Union.

Today most of these nations are
Muslim-dominated except Georgia and
Armenia and the Jewish population
remaining is tiny, almost insignificant.
Uzbekistan has 10,000 and 3,500 remain
in Kazakhstan. But that was not always
so. Sometimes the numbers belie an
important role that the Jews played. One
community stands out and that is the
Bukharin community which has
primarily migrated to both USA and
Israel and maintained their identity and
culture through intermarriage. Today
‘Bukharin Jews’ refers to Jews with
Central Asian Jewish culture.

Map

The five Stans are vast Kazakhstan (19
million), Kyrgyzstan (7 million),
Tajikistan (10 million), Turkistan (6
million) and Uzbekistan (35 million)
with their estimated populations shown
in parenthesis. Interestingly, Persian is
spoken in Tajikistan. Afghanistan is
sometimes added.

Primarily urban dwellers, these Jews
were centred on the cities of
Samarkand, Bukhara, Tashkent and
Koland in Uzbekistan, Dushanbe in
Tajikistan and Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan.
These names conjure up exotic images
and may be familiar to people who have
read about or watched series on the Silk
Route. Previously looking at the flight
arrivals and departures board at Ben
Gurion Airport, you would find flights to
these cities and nations.

The Silk Road linked Xi’an in China with
the Levant which is the land bridge
between Europe, Asia and Africa of
which Israel forms a part. It had several
tributaries. China lies east of the Stans
and so trade routes had to pass through
them. In earlier articles, we saw that
Jewish merchants left Aleppo and other
inland centres and moved to coastal
cities as the trade shifted from overland
routes to sea routes. In the case of the
inland parts of the Silk Routes, this
move was not an option and trade
continued to flow; although reduced
and more for local trade. Thus the Jews
remained.

Bukharin Jews were primarily Silk Route
traders and merchants trading in people,
goods and ideas. Often described as
transmitters, their culture reflects this
important function. They were also
involved in colourful dyeing and
weaving, so important in this region.

The first synagogue in Bukhara was built
in 1620. Conditions waxed and waned as
empires rose and fell. In the 18th and 19th
centuries, the Jews were persecuted and
many were forced to convert to Islam. As
a consequence, many moved to Palestine
where the community has existed for

Some Bukharin Jews fled Stalin's persecution
in the 1930s and went to independent
Afghanistan only to die of starvation.

Made up of high passes, steppes and
mountains with little arable land and
low rainfall; these harsh conditions
make for tough living. Even to this day,
the population density remains some of
the lowest in the world.

Bukharin Jews

Their presence in the region dates back
to the sth century with 1,500 years of
existence marking a significant period of
continuous occupation, part of the
splintering of the Judeo-Persian world
(Sunni vs Sh'ite). Famed for their regional
music, performance and food, these
remain key features of their culture
today. Bukharin food shaped modern
Israeli cuisine integrating meat, rice,
fruit and vegetables. Linguistically they
speak Bukhori; which is Judeo-Persian in
origin integrated with Hebrew words.

over 150 years, much longer than the
state itself and the first Aliyah wave.

Russian and Soviet Empires
During the Russian Empire, European
Jews were forced to live in the Pale of
Settlement a strip of land 242 kilometres
wide extending from the Baltics to the
Black Sea and only engage in particular
activities. Primarily they lived in Jewish
villages called shtetls outside the main
cities. For Jews to move outside the Pale,
they required a permit. By contrast,
isolated Bukharin Jews had much greater
autonomy and wealth. Once the
Bolshevik Revolution happened, Russians
fled to the extremes of the empire to
escape persecution. The same happened
under Soviet oppression. Some were
simply sent to the outposts. Kazakhstan
has seven million Russians, 500,000
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Ukrainians and 170,000 Germans. This is
how Ashkenazi Jews ended up in this part
of the world. Like other areas, they
maintained their separate Jewish identity
and culture, mostly secular.

Jewish Exodus

As political conditions worsened, Jews
were keen to leave. But it was not always
easy. Some Bukharin Jews fled Stalin’s
persecution in the 1930s and went to
independent Afghanistan only to die of
starvation. Despite Soviet persecution
and restrictions, the Jews began leaving
this part of the world in the 1950s,
particularly in the Stans from the 1970s
and 1980s. Interestingly, the remaining
Jews of Kabul, Afghanistan left shortly
after the 1979 Soviet invasion. Civil war
in the Stans post-1991 was the final
signal to leave.

Georgian Jewry

Georgia lies on the eastern side of the
Black Sea and forms part of the
Caucuses bridging West Asia with
Eastern Europe. Yet it is part of the Silk
Route. The capital city Thilisi lies well
inland and today has a population of
about 1.5 million. At the beginning of the
19th century, it became part of the
Russian Empire and Soviet forces
occupied Georgia in 1921. Unlike many
of its neighbours, Georgia is primarily
Christian with 84% following Orthodox
Christianity. Antisemitism came with
the Russians, but thankfully the
Christians didn’t persecute the Jews.
Traditional Georgian Jews are not
Ashkenazi, but rather part of the Jews
who were dispersed following the
Babylonian captivity. Despite being cut
off for many centuries, they retained
their Jewish identity. Their language is
Judeo-Georgian with Hebrew words. In
the 1970’s there were 60,000 Jews. Today
a mere 1,500 remain, mostly in Thilisi.

The Soviets also sent or exiled many
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The Stans lie sandwiched between major empires: China, Russia and Iran. | Photo: Shutterstock

Russian Jews to Georgia. These Jews
were primarily secular due to being
forbidden from learning about and
practising their faith and culture. Some
had very little understanding at all save
from their designation as Jews. This
created two separate groups, but they
were united under Zionism giving the
impetus to leave.

The bulk of Georgian Jewry went to
Israel where 65,000 live today mostly in
Ashdod with about 10,000 in the USA.
When they arrived in Israel they refused
to be sprinkled around the country and
caused such uproar politically that
Golda Meir singled them out as wanting
to form their own cultural ghetto, not
wanting to be the integrated ‘New Jew’
of Israel. They won their case claiming
that they had endured much under the
Soviets including religious persecution
and thus wanted to preserve their
ancient religious culture in Israel.

Mountain Jews

These are a separate community of Jews
speaking a Judeo-Tat language with
ancient Hebrew elements. Descended
from Persian Jewry, they are mainly found
in Azerbaijan. One key characteristic is
their integration of Muslim beliefs and
foods. Interestingly, there are no Cohens
or Levites among them.

Nazi Invasion

The Nazis reached the bottom of the
Caucus Mountains and began their
killing spree first in 1942 killing
hundreds. The Einzagruppen began with
the Ashkenazi Jews as they were
obviously Jewish and executed a quarter
of the Mountain Jews as well. However,
the Mountains Jews didn’t look Jewish
and practised polygamy (part of the
Muslim cultural influences) and were
able to persuade the Nazis that they
were a separate ethnic group, thus
preserving many souls.
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New Zealand Cares

The swimming pool at the heart of the moshav.

A recent study revealed that some 20% of Israelis
currently live below the poverty line, including 27% of
children. With war, and the threat of war, still all-
consuming, our Israeli brothers and sisters are
suffering—while the world seems to turn a blind eye. The
needs are enormous, sometimes overwhelming, as
Israelis struggle to rebuild and restore what has been
destroyed.

New Zealanders are being asked to support a special
project in the south of Israel. A project that has the
power to heal alittle of the trauma etched into its local
community by the horrors of the 7 October massacre.

In the aftermath of the attacks, Marlborough Sounds
resident David Kepes, a builder by trade, found himself
drawn to a project in an area where he could use his skills.

Sde Nitzan, a small collective farming community
(moshav), is just over 7 km from the Gaza border.
Around 400 people—about 120 families—live at Sde
Nitzan, founded in 1973 by immigrants including some

from New Zealand. It is now a beautiful, lush oasis with
fields of lettuce, orchards of mangoes, lychees and
avocados, and hothouses brimming with tomatoes,
peppers and pineapples. 1t epitomises the promised land.

Moshavs like this are an essential part of the
agricultural heart of Israel, and yet they were
devastated by the horrors of Gaza’s attack. Whilst now
the area has returned to relative safety, it is essential
that the hurting and damaged people of Israel are
assisted to return, heal, grow and to live.

At the centre of the community is a small park with a
swimming pool. It is the heart of the moshav, where the
community come to spend the Sabbath and holidays
together; to swim and play games, picnic, pitch tents
and share meals with friends and family. However,
there are no showers or changing rooms and no
kitchen facility, only a couple of dilapidated toilets. So
David—with the support of New Zealanders—is going
to fix this, to restore this park that is essential to the

A collection of concept drawings. | Photos: NZ Israel Friendship Assoc.

life—and healing—of this small community.

Back in his Marlborough Sounds home, David is
constructing the elements that will form these
buildings. Concurrently, in Israel and in New Zealand,
groups of children are designing the motifs that will
adorn the exterior of the buildings, thus ensuring that
the built structures tell the stories of both
communities. All these components will soon be
loaded into a container and shipped to Israel. David
will then travel back to Sde Nitzan with a team of
volunteers to erect the buildings. This project is a
practical and meaningful way to help Israel, a chance to
heal some of the trauma and anxiety the people of Sde
Nitzan still struggle with every day.

This project, the vision of David Kepes, is a New Zealand project, Kiwis
who care—Christian, Jewish, whatever. For more information and to
donate to this special project, visit:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61567755096402 or
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/rebuilding-hope-a-nz-project-for-israels-sde

Bank details: NZ Israel Friendship Assoc. 06 0491 0282881 oo

Jewish Heritage Walk in Auckland

B David Robinson

Former Honorary Consul Israel

“But seek the welfare of the city where |
have sent you into exile, and pray to the
Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you
will find your welfare.” Jeremiah 29:7

Synagogue in Greys Ave down to Aotea
Square up Wellesley Street to Princes
Street, along Princes Street to the old
Synagogue on the corner of Princes
Street and Bowen Ave and down
Shortland Street to High Street. In the

course of this walk, you will pass many

Do you know how an arcade linking

sites testifying to the significant

Karangahape Road to Myers Park
acquired the name ‘St Kevins Arcade’,
the reason a statue of the prophet
Moses is located in Myers Park, the
fascinating history of the early Jewish
settlers buried in the Karangahape Road
Jewish Cemetery and the significant
contribution of members of the Jewish
Community to the City of Auckland?
The answers can be found by going to
the Jewish Lives NZ site
www.jewishlives.nz. That site has
access to the Jewish Lives Heritage Walk.
https://stqry.app/projects/6000

The walk proceeds from the Old Jewish
Cemetery on the corner of Karangahape
Road and Symonds Street, along
Karangahape Road, through St Kevins
Arcade to Myers Park past the

contribution made by members of the
Jewish Community. Those contributions
include a park, free kindergarten, stately
homes and a beautiful old Synagogue.
You will learn of the contribution of Sir
Dove-Myer Robinson in preventing raw
sewerage from polluting the Waitemata,
Colin Kay who pioneered jogging and
Around the Bays run, Philip Aarons Philip
the first Mayor of Auckland and Gus
Fisher who established an Art Gallery in
Shortland Street. These contributions
are eloquent testament to adherence to
the direction of Jeremiah which appears
at the beginning of this article.

Depending on demand, guided tours of
this walk can be arranged by contacting
Spencer Noonan at

spencernoonan.nz@gmail.com. You can
also download the app which includes
directions for the tour and a
comprehensive history of the various
sites included in the tour.

David Robinson is a Trustee of Jewish Lives NZ and a
former High Court Judge and Honorary Consul for Israel.
Jewish Lives NZ is indebted to Foundation North,
Auckland City and many other private benefactors

St Kevins Arcade on Karangahape Road.

who have provided the funds for this project. Jewish
Lives NZ which amongst its objects is to combat
antisemitism by preserving the history of the
contributions by members of the Jewish community is
solely reliant on donations. Jewish Lives and the
Heritage Walk are operated by the Jewish Museum of
New Zealand Charitable Trust, a registered charity
with donee status (CC56419).

You can make a direct online payment to: Westpac
03 0162 0072648 00. Donations are tax-deductible
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CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL NZ

NEW 18-month Calendar & Cookbook
July 2024 - December 2025

9 .0C
CALENDAR: Biblical sites in Israel COOKBOOK: Israeli & Jewish recipes o 35

Shows Biblical & Jewish holidays * Recipes from around the world

Shows Israeli holidays  Spiral bound for easy use

Displays Western and Hebrew dates » 128 pages with colour photos

Shows NZ holidays & school terms » Soups, stews, bread, meat, dessert etc

AVAILABLE INDIVIDUALLY OR AS A BUNDLE. LIMITED STOCK

To order your CALENDAR, COOKBOOK or BOTH, complete the coupon on page 16.
Post your coupon to Christians for Israel NZ, PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642 OR email:
info@cgisrael.org.nz or order online at www.cgisrael.org.nz

Calendar & Cookbook plus pép

BUNDLE DEAL: 4 95
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Syria, Israel and the Middle East

B Rev Willem Glashouwer

President | Christians for Israel International

We are living in exciting days because we see biblical
prophecies being fulfilled. In my opinion, biblical
prophecies are like a stone thrown into a pond,
creating a rippling effect. The waves come and go until
they finally hit the shores of eternity. While reading
prophecies and looking at the daily news, it is
important to recognise a prophetic pattern, that will
one day be completely fulfilled.

Destruction of Damascus

Recently, the Syrian regime of Assad was overthrown
and one immediately wonders: Is there a biblical
prophecy referring to this? Isaiah 17:1 contains a
prophecy about Damascus: “Behold, Damascus will cease
from being a city, and it will be a ruinous heap.” In the
history of the Syrian capital, this has never happened.
The city has been conquered, but it has never been
completely destroyed. Yet one day it will be, as Isaiah
prophesies. Observing the events in Syria, one wonders
whether they will ultimately lead to the climax of
Damascus’s total destruction. I am not a fortune teller,
so I cannot say if the destruction of Damascus will
happen now. However, what 1 want to convey is that,
in our time, these prophetic pieces of the puzzle are
increasingly coming together to form a final picture
with ultimate fulfilment.

Healing of Egypt

Isaiah 19:16,17 contains another unfulfilled prophecy.
This prophecy is about Egypt: It tells us that the Lord
will use the land of Judah to bring fear upon Egypt. We
have already witnessed some ripple effects of this
prophecy and its early fulfilment, when, in 1948, after
Egypt launched an attack on the newly formed state of
Israel, the Israelis pursued the Egyptians through the
Sinai desert. The Egyptians were terrified. However,
prophecy is not solely about terrible events that will
occur; it also contains many promises. Isaiah 19:22 says
that the Lord will heal Egypt and they will return to
Him. This is what ultimately will happen to Egypt: God
will lead them to the acknowledgement and worship of
the one and only true God, the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. In those days, there will also be a highway

Since the start
of the war and
over the last
few months, a
series of
blatant
falsehoods
have spread
regarding the
supposed
banning of
essential
humanitarian
items into
Gaza.

Facts Speak

FACT [/ 1]

=
2
=¥

It’s time to set
the records
straight.

The Israeli regime has deliberately blocked the N

entry of food aid into #Gaza, which is a war crime: 4
weaponising starvation = The Hague

Over 900,000 tons of food have entered Gaza since the
start of the war. It’s getting tiring to repeat this over and
over but we will say it again. There is no limit on the amount
of food and aid that can enter Gaza.

Over 90,000 tons of shelter equipment, including over 280,000
tents, have entered Gaza. We have also been working
proactively for months to coordinate entrance of more tents and
other essential shelter equipment in preparation for winter.

Suburbs of Damascus that were completely wiped out as a result of the intense bombing during the Syrian war, 12 January 202s. | Photo: Flashgo

from Egypt to Assyria (v. 23). The Assyrians will travel
to Egypt and the Egyptians to Assyria, crossing through
Israel. Together, they will worship the same God.

A Defeated Turkey

In addition to Syria and Egypt, the Bible also prophesies
about Turkey. For example, in Ezekiel 38, God reveals to
Ezekiel that many nations, including Iran (Persia), will
prepare for a battle against Israel under the leadership of
Gog. | believe that Gog refers to Turkey. Turkey aspires
to re-establish Jerusalem as the capital of a new Muslim
empire under its leadership. However, these nations will
be defeated. Ezekiel 38 and 39 contain great promises
that Israel will not be wiped off the face of the earth.
The Lord Himself will join the battle and fight for Israel.

Glorious Future

Even though these unfulfilled prophecies remind us of
dark times ahead, we firmly believe that a glorious
future awaits us in the end. This glorious future is only
possible due to what Isaiah prophesies in chapter 9:6-7.
In these well-known verses, the coming of the Messiah,
the Prince of Peace is foretold. This Prince of Peace,
from the line of King David, will rule, establish and
uphold His kingdom with justice and righteousness.

3

FACT

Israeli Forces have prohibited the entry of tents into Gaza.
As a result, people are living in makeshift shelters
made of plastic and blankets, which have all been
flooded due to heavy rain.
=
O
&

the scores of children who are amputated daily, following
Israel’s bombings, are put to the knife without anesthesia.

There is no ban on the entrance of any kind of
medication. Including anesthesia, insulin or any
medicine falsely claimed to be denied entry.

Again, there is no limit, on all kinds of foods and amounts.
Over 500 tons of baby formula and baby food entered

On that day, when He returns, he will take away the
blindness and deafness of the nations.

Blindness Destroyed

Isaiah 25:6-8 contains a wonderful passage that speaks
directly about this issue. Sometimes one wonders: Why
do the nations not see how special the land of Israel is?
What a special people the Jewish people are! Why do
the nations fail to understand what is happening? The
United Nations passes one anti-Israel resolution after
another, and whatever happens in the Middle East
Israel always seems to bear the blame. However, one
day, as Isaiah 25:7 declares: “He will destroy on this
mountain, the surface of the covering cast over all people,
and the veil that is spread over all nations.” There is a veil
covering the eyes of all nations; they simply cannot see.
A blindness has overtaken them. Yet one day He, the
Prince of Peace, will destroy the veil that enfolds all
people. Today, Israel is ridiculed and blamed for
everything, but He will also take away the disgrace of
His people Israel.

In the end, glory, peace and righteousness will flow
from Jerusalem to cover the whole world. There will be
no end to His kingdom. Hallelujah!

Myths vs. Facts: Humanitarian Aid to Gaza

Israel bans the importation into Gaza of anaesthetics. Hence,

They banned baby formula from entering
Gaza. Baby formula!

Gaza over the last few weeks alone.

Source: Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories
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Greek-Israeli Deal

Greece is expected to finalise an
agreement with Israel to purchase 36
missile defence systems valued at
€600-700 million. These systems are
primarily intended to bolster Greece’s
defences along its northeastern border
with Turkey, a region marked by
longstanding tensions between the
two nations. Additionally, Greece and
Israel have been negotiating a separate
deal involving the sale of a version of
the Iron Dome system, worth
approximately €2 billion. | Photo: Flashgo

Unusual Activity

Scientists at Tel Aviv University
recently found out that the unusual
convoy of heavy vehicles Hamas drove
towards the border with Israel on 7
October was detected by three seismic
stations in southern Israel. This is the
first time in history where ground
movements caused by terrorist activity
were identified through seismic noise
analysis. This discovery may help
provide early warnings of terrorist
actions in the future.

Close Ties

A report by UN Watch highlights the
close connection between Hamas,
Palestinian Islamic Jihad (Pl)), and
UNRWA. In recent years, Philippe
Lazzarini, the director of UNRWA, has
conducted multiple meetings with
leaders from Hamas and PI). For
instance, in 2019, Lazzarini met with a
Lebanese Hamas leader to recruit
Hamas members for vacant teaching
positions within UNRWA. This
arrangement allowed Hamas and PlJ
to gain increased access to UNRWA
facilities, including schools.

Significant
Increase

Antisemitic incidents at British
universities surged to record levels
over the past year, with 272 cases
reported—five times the number
recorded the previous year. These
incidents encompassed both online
and offline verbal abuse, desecration
of Jewish property, physical attacks,
and threats. For instance, a rabbi
affiliated with the University of Leeds
faced death threats after returning
from Israel as a reservist.

Theology )-

“I Have Left in Israel 7,000”

B Johannes Gerloff
Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer &
Author

This is part of a series of articles based
on the book Rejoice, You Nations, with
His People, by Johannes Gerloff

In Romans 11, Paul uses the experience
of Elijah to explain how God has not
abandoned Israel.

Time and again, the chosen people were
shown the truth of what they
themselves had confessed on Mount
Carmel: “The Lord, He is the one, true and
only living God” (1 Kings 18:39). Still, 1srael
turned against her God, killed the
prophets He had sent and destroyed the
places of worship He had provided.

The pagan queen Jezebel seduced her
husband Ahab and the people of Israel
into the cult of Baal (1 Kings 16:31-33).
Fearing her revenge, Elijah ran for his life.
After days on the run toward the south,
he finally found himself under a broom
tree in the Negev desert, where he “wished
to die and said, ‘It is enough; now, O Lord,
take away my life, for I am no better than
my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). Only days before
this same prophet had killed several
hundred pagan prophets by his own hand
at the Kishon River in northern Israel.

“Now he was at the end of his strength” (1
Kings 18:19,22,40).

Elijah no longer wanted to live—but
God wasn'’t finished with him yet. An
angel of the Lord strengthened the
burned-out prophet so that he “went in
the power of this food forty days and forty
nights until the mountain of the [one, true]
God, the Horev” (1 Kings 19:8). There the
Lord asked Elijah: “Go out and stand on
the mountain before the Lord!” (Verse 11).
Then, finally, in “a voice of a low
whisper”, through a noise that could
hardly be heard, with a voice that
seemed fragile, the prophet received the

White weeping broom in the Negev Desert. | Photo: Shutterstock

answer from God. The prophet covered
his face with his coat, stepped to the
entrance of the cave and heard:

“I have left for myself seven thousand men,
who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”
(Romans 11:4)

God did not abandon Elijjah to his
depression. There were others who had
not succumbed to the licentiousness of
the Zeitgeist or to the claim to power of
religious or ideological traditions. During
Elijah’s time, there were ‘7,000 men.

‘Seven’ is the number of completion,
perfection, blessing, holiness,
sanctification and cleansing—but also of
obligation and mercy. By referring to
‘7,000, God described the quality of
those he had left: They would be blessed
by His mercy, pure and holy. But he also
indicated that they were ‘many’, a large
mass, a ‘full number’ which, however,
remained hidden and could not be
counted exactly. The crucial revelation
is: “I have left in Israel 7,000. All the knees
that have not bowed to Baal, every mouth
that has not kissed him” (1 Kings 19:18).

“So too at the present time...” (Romans
11:5a)

Prophetically, the Apostle explains
Elijah’s situation and God’s promise to
him as a fundamental pattern for his
own time. A few days before his death,
Jesus had lamented: “Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to it” (Matthew
23:37). Earlier, Messiah had warned his
disciples: “Look, I send you as sheep in the
midst of wolves. Therefore, be wise as
serpents and without false as doves.
Beware, however, of men. They will deliver
you to their courts. They will scourge you
in their synagogues. And you will be
brought before authorities and heads of
state for my sake” (Matthew 10:16-18).

Paul himself reported: “Five times I have

received forty stripes save one from the
Jews” (2 Corinthians 11:24).

Elijah was not alone in his experience.
Throughout the centuries, Jewish people
who have taken the word and the
dealings of their God seriously and
wished to be obedient to Him shared the
feeling that: “I am the only one who
believes and thinks in this way. I am the
only one remaining and my people want to
take my life!” Therefore, God’s promise
and encouragement are not just
addressed to the Old Testament prophet,
but rather to all Israelites throughout the
centuries—from Elijjah to the present day.

“There is a remnant, chosen by [the
principle of ] grace. If, however, by grace,
then it is no longer on the basis of works;
otherwise grace would no longer be grace”.
(Romans 11:5b-6)

By grace, not on the basis of their
personal achievements, 7000’ did not
bow their knees before ‘Ba’al’ “It is the
work of the one and only God, that you
believe in him whom He has sent,” Jesus
explained to the Jewish people (John

6:29), and: “No one can come to me, except
the Father who has sent me draws him”
(John 6:44). “...Work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling”, Paul admonished
the Church in Philippi. Yet he reminds
them in the same breath: “God is [the one]
who causes in you both the wanting as well
as the accomplishment of His good
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12b-13). Neither the
acceptance of an orthodox theology nor
the fulfilment of certain commandments
is decisive, but only God’s mercy.

This is the crucial response to the
prophet’s depression. As the theologian
Karl Barth expressed it: “Elijah is not
alone, and the whole of Israel is not cast
away: because God enters the scene,
exactly at this point, where all human
hope comes to an end”.
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Understanding Antisemitism

m Kameel Majdali

Director | Teach All Nations Inc.

After the indescribable horrors of the
Holocaust, a large group of survivors

found their ideal place of refuge: Australia.

With the second-largest community of
Holocaust survivors outside of Israel,
Australian Jews lived their lives in relative
peace and harmony. Yet even in Australia,
Jewish schools, synagogues, community
centres and the like routinely installed
high fences, metal detectors, CCTV
cameras and armed guards. All this was a
precaution... just in case.

Then came 7 October 2023, and the
deluge began: Antisemitism sky-rocketed
in Australia. Menacing shouts of ‘F**k
the Jews ‘and ‘Gas the Jews’ were chanted
two days later by pro-Hamas protestors
on the steps of the iconic Sydney Opera
House. University campuses became war
zones for Jewish students. Graffiti,
taunts, physical assaults, protests outside

the synagogue and then, the unthinkable:

The firebombing of the Adass Israel
Synagogue in Ripponlea, Melbourne.
Weeks later, the Victorian police and
Australian Federal Police have not—at

the time of this writing—found a suspect.

Please understand: this kind of activity
was unheard of in Australia until the 7
October deluge. In 2023, there were 495
antisemitic incidents; by 2024, it rose to
2,061. The deluge of 7 October
antisemitism reached Australia.’

If antisemitism is increasing in
Australia—and it is by 300%—you can
be sure that it is growing worldwide.
Our purpose is to define, explain, and
look at the causes.

Definitions

As a big phenomenon, any definition
will have its limitations, but we need
something to work with. Antisemitism
is the irrational hatred of the Jewish
people, which can lead to attempts, by
word or deed, to humiliate, marginalise,
and physically harm them.

Anti-Zionism is on the rise, too, and
many contend that it is not necessarily
‘antisemitic. Space is inadequate to
address this contention, but to say how
opposition to the existence of the only
Jewish state in the world has nothing to
do with antisemitism would be a
challenge, to say the least.

While antisemitism can be considered a
form of racism, it is also uniquely in a
category of its own. Its uniqueness
includes the fact that it is universal or
global in scope. It is irrational because
antisemites may have had little or no
direct contact with Jews. This hatred
exists in nations that have no Jews at all.

Antisemitism can be multi-dimensional:

Ethnic, religious, political and/or
theological in nature.

Its uniqueness comes from its longevity:
antisemitism dates back over two
millennia to the fifth century BC. A
bonafide card-carrying antisemite named
Haman planned to destroy all Jews in the
Persian Empire simply because one Jew
named Mordecai refused to bow when
he passed by. His nearly successful
plot—yet ultimate failure—is chronicled
in the Bible book called Esther.

The current problem is that Haman may
be long gone, but the murderous spirit
of antisemitism still lives on.

Antisemitism can be found in a variety
of sources: far left, far right, jihadist,
fascist, and communist. Even in
Christendom—Catholics, Orthodox, and
Protestants—demonstrated antisemitic
thoughts and actions that were recorded
throughout the centuries. This included
the great reformer Martin Luther
(though perhaps near the end of his life
when he was not fully functional). It has
been said historically that antisemitism
was far greater in Christendom than in
the Islamic world. That would radically
change with the advent of Zionism, the
nationalist movement to establish a
Jewish homeland in Palestine.

Causes of Antisemitism

1. Political: Until the rise of Zionism, it is
said there was no conflict between Arabs
and Jews in Ottoman Palestine. Once
the Turks were gone, the Balfour
Declaration was given, and the League of
Nations authorised the British Mandate
to prepare for the establishment of a
Jewish state in Palestine, the communal
harmony was gone. For many, the
politics of the Arab-Israeli conflict define
the cause of antisemitism.

2. Theological: The great patriarch
Abraham was promised by God
(covenant) to have a ‘seed’ (descendant)
Who would bring universal redemption
and blessing. That seed was ‘Christ’
(Galatians 3:16), and the chain link
between Him and Father Abraham was

| Photo: Shutterstock

the Jewish people. The Saviour Himself
said that salvation is of the Jews (John
4:22). Being chosen and anointed by God
is wonderful, but it is also like painting a
target on one’s back for the devil to
attack. Also, a clever Messianic author
pointed out in Hebrew that the Name of
God YHWH is contained in the name
Judah—which means praise, and it is
from this name that the word ‘Jew’ is
derived’ YHWDH (Yehudah—Dbest to see
this in Hebrew lettering). His
conclusion? The Jewish people thus have
the imprint of God’s name in their
genes. And the world hates God!”

3. Spiritual: The human antisemite can
be ignorant of these things, but the
malevolent spiritual forces in the
heavenly realm are not; they know what
the Bible teaches. The devil and his
demons are 100% antisemitic, and for
understandable reasons. The great
salvation that comes from the Jewish
Messiah, the continued preservation
and existence of the Jewish people as a
testament to the faithfulness of God (see
Jeremiah 31:35-37), and finally, the
indispensable role they play in end-time
prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27), means the
devil’s reign is finished, and his end is
near. Since the devil cannot attack God
directly, He attacks those who represent
Him on earth: Jews and Christians. As
history comes to the windup,
persecution will increase. Yet the silver
lining is that the Lord will regather His
people as per Jeremiah 16:14-16 and 23:7-
8, even if He has to use ‘fishers’ and
‘hunters’ to do it.

Now that we know what the problem is
and why it exists, let us press into the
presence of God, who is always the
solution. He can turn the deluge into
rivers of living water (John 4:10; 7:37-39).
" The Jerusalem Post: Antisemitic incidents rose in

Australia by over 300% since October 7—report by
Michael Starr, December 3, 2024.

* Dov Chaikin, The Biblical Origins of Antisemitism,
Israel Today Magazine, 1 June 2016.
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Biblical Roots

By David Nekrutman

The Writing on the
Wall

A painting by Rembrandt solves the
riddle of the Book of Daniel. In his
depiction of Belshazzar’s Feast, the artist
shows the moment when a hand
appeared and wrote on the wall a phrase
only Daniel could decipher. At the height
of the king’s prosperity and power, while
feasting from the Temple cutlery, the
writing on the wall foretells Belshazzar’s
downfall. With his distinctive
manipulation of light and shadow,
Rembrandt captures the mood as
banqueters stare in amazement and
terror at the mysterious hand.

Artistic commentators fault Rembrandt
for transcribing the Mene, Mene, Tekel,
Pharsin (counted, counted, weighed, and
divided—Daniel 5:25) for arranging the
Hebrew letters of these Aramaic terms
in columns. The orthographic nature of
Hebrew is that it is written from right to
left. However, the artist should be
praised for his depiction of the Hebrew
letters in vertical format for it elucidates
one of the most troubling questions of
this entire episode—of all the sages in
Babylon, there were none who could
read Hebrew.

Then from his presence, the hand was
sent, and this writing was inscribed. And
this is the writing that was inscribed:
Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin (Daniel
5:24-25)

With the redundancy of “this was the
writing inscribed,” it is possible to infer
that the writing itself was in a
cryptogram format. With the help of the
Ruach HaKodesh (God’s Divine Spirit)
resting on Daniel, he would be able to
unravel the cipher along with its
meaning.

King Belshazzar knew how God judged
his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar for
pride, and yet, he still took silver and
gold goblets from God’s holy Temple and
used them in the orgy that praised and
exalted other pagan gods. The king
dared God and He called his bluff.

The rubble of history should be the
greatest indicator that pride mixed with
taking God out of the equation does not
bode well for any empire. The tendency
of every great nation is the belief that it
will always be a superpower. In the end,
God judges every nation to see if our
technology or powers become a Tower
of Babel.

In a time of postmodernism, God has
been sidelined from our society. It is
time to rescue God and bring Him back
to our national conversations. At this
moment, we have an opportunity to
demonstrate that Judeo-Christian values
can be a force to repair a broken world
and help the global community to
understand that the God of Israel is the
one who represents true peace, and
justice, morality and love.




12

February 2025 | Israel & Christians Today
Sh'vat—Adar 5785

Biblical Reflection /-

From Haman to Hamas—Purim in Our Time

B Kees de Vreugd

Theologian | Christians for Israel International & Editor
| Israel & the Church

The Book of Esther (in Hebrew called the Scroll of Esther,
as the liturgic reading in the synagogue is from a scroll)
describes how the vicious Haman planned the
annihilation of the Jewish people in Persia. This was in
fact the second attempt of genocide on the Jews since
Pharaoh’s in Egypt (Exodus 1:16). Haman’s plot was
discovered by Mordecai who revealed it to his niece
Esther. Esther had become queen of Persia after King
Ahashverosh (Xerxes) had sent away his wife. Mordecai
was an officer at the royal palace (Esther 2:19).

Mordecai and Esther were Jews, but because of her
position, Esther had to hide her Jewishness and her

relationship with Mordecai. Her name, in fact, could be

heard as a pun on the Hebrew verb ‘to hide’ Mordecai,
on the contrary, was openly Jewish. When Haman was
elevated to the highest position in the realm under the
king, and all people had to kneel for him, Mordecai did
not kneel. That stirred the rage of Haman. His revenge
was not satisfied with punishing only Mordecai. The
whole Jewish nation was to be exterminated.

Mordecai was from the tribe of Benjamin. According to
Jewish tradition, Benjaminites do not kneel, as their
father did not kneel before Esau (Genesis 33), since he
was not yet born then. Mordecai, moreover, was from
the royal family of King Saul.

Though Haman's decree
could not be withdrawn, an
additional royal decree
allowed the Jews to defend
themselves...

Haman is called the Agagite, which is generally
understood as referring to his descent from Agag, the
king of Amalek (r Samuel 15:8). Amalek, a people
descending from Esau, attacked the people of Israel in
the back of the desert (Exodus 17). Therefore, Amalek
became synonymous with cruelty and cowardice.
Because of this, God commanded Israel to remember
what Amalek did and to blot out the name of Amalek
(Deuteronomy 25:17-19).

When King Saul defeated Amalek (1 Samuel 15), he left
King Agag alive, in disobedience of God’s explicit order.
It was the prophet Samuel who actually killed Agag.

In the Esther Scroll, Haman the Agagite acted in the
spirit of his ancestral people, plotting to eradicate
Israel. In Haman and Mordecai, Saul and Agag were
facing each other again. Mordecai was put in the
position of restoring the failure of his ancestor Saul.

In the end, everything was turned upside down.
Haman ended up impaled on the pole he had set up
for Mordecai. Though Haman'’s decree could not be
withdrawn, an additional royal decree allowed the
Jews to defend themselves and destroy the armed men
who might attack them and their women and
children, and plunder the property of their enemies
(Esther 8:11). Even many people of other nationalities
became Jews because fear of the Jews had seized them
(Esther 8:17).

The nation of Amalek disappeared from the scene of
history. Yet, Israel is still told to remember what

Ultra orthodox Jewish kids dressed up in costumes a few days before the Jewish holiday of Purim. | Photo by Chaim Goldberg/Flashgo

Amalek did to them in the desert. The nation of
Amalek no longer exists, but the notion of Amalek, the
concept of groundless enmity against the Jews, has
passed through the times and is more vivid than ever.

On 7 October 2023, Israel was brutally attacked by
surprise by Palestinian terrorists. The spirit of Amalek
had returned. Since then, every Jew in the world is
under threat. At the same time, a surrealistic
turnaround of perpetrator and victim has taken place.
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praying Psalm 20 with Israel.

who gives strength His people.

The state of Israel that is defending itself is accused of
genocide, and every Jew in the world, whether he likes
it or not, is associated with Israel.

As I am writing this, the first three hostages have just
been released. An ordinary sense of justice would
demand the unconditional release of all the hostages at
once. | hope that there will be a turnaround like in
Esther’s days, where the ‘fear of the Jews’ will make the
nations join Israel instead of attacking Israel.

4 N
Psalm 20

For the director of music. A psalm of David.
May the Lord answer you when you are in distress;
may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.
May he send you help from the sanctuary
and grant you support from Zion.
May he remember all your sacrifices
and accept your burnt offerings.
May he give you the desire of your heart
and make all your plans succeed.
May we shout for joy over your victory
and lift up our banners in the name of our God.
May the Lord grant all your requests.
Now this | know:
The Lord gives victory to his anointed.
He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary
with the victorious power of his right hand.
Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.
They are brought to their knees and fall,
but we rise up and stand firm.
Lord, give victory to the king!
Answer us when we call!

- /

How many times throughout history have God’s people prayed this beautiful psalm? Countless occasions when
Israel faced days of distress. Today, as Israel's existence is once again being challenged on a global scale, we join in

When we examine this psalm more closely, we discover it is not merely a plea for salvation but also a confession
full of confidence. This is especially evident in the second part, after the core of the psalm. In verse 6 we read: We

will lift up our banners in the name of our God. Though Israel’s army may be strong and resourceful, it is the Lord

And let us not forget: the psalms are the very words of God, placed upon the lips of His children. | Photo: Flashgo
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Gaza and its Jews, their Past and their Future

B Yisrael Medad

Researcher, Analyst and Opinion Commentator on
Political, Cultural and Media Issues | JNS

Why can Arabs live in Jaffa, Nazareth and Haifa, yet
any suggestion of Jews living among Arabs is non-
acceptable and non-negotiable?

During recent remarks to leaders of local Jewish
community relations councils, it was reported that
Karen Paikin Barall, the vice president of government
relations at the Jewish Federations of North America,
said: “We should all look forward to the day we can
hope to buy townhouses in the West Bank and Gaza.”

It seems that some of those present became distressed,
even offended.

One official was quoted saying, “I thought JFNA stood
for a democratic state. That’s what was troubling to
me.” Most, however, came away with the impression
her words were jocular, “a joke that had fallen flat.”
Nevertheless, another communal official who was not
present received alarmed texts from nearly a dozen
people while the session was underway.

Of course, what these ‘leaders’ missed in their liberal
progressivism is what would be undemocratic in that
supposed situation. After all, more than two million
Arabs live in Israel, representing 22% of the population.
Since 2005, no Jews have resided in the Gaza Strip,
making it a Palestine apartheid entity.

The history of Jews and Gaza has been consistent as it
has been turbulent, and at times, terrible.

Some 3,000 years ago, Samson carried away the gates of
Gaza. In 145 BCE, Yonatan the Hasmonean besieged
Gaza, and even after the city surrendered, it remained
hostile to the Hasmoneans; in 96 BCE, it was overrun
by Alexander Jannaeus. During the revolt against Rome,
it was again sacked by Jewish rebels in 66 CE. One of
the pillars in the Great Mosque of Gaza, brought there
from Caesarea, was an inscription in both Hebrew and
Greek that read: “Hananiah son of Jacob.”

View of structures in the former Jewish settlement of Gush Katif in the southern Gaza Strip in 2020. | Photo: Abed Rahim Khatib/ Flashgo

During World War 1, Jews in Gaza again were subjected
to Ottoman oppression, and many were banished. The
Margolin family was the first to return at the war’s end;
later, 54 Jews were registered as residing there in the
1922 British census. In the larger Gaza Sub-District,
including the Western Negev, there were 830 Jews.
Then came the watershed of 1929.

The 22 October 1929 edition of the Haaretz newspaper
reports on the criminal investigation of several Arabs of
the Al-Maghar village of Gaza. They were suspected of
inciting their fellow villagers to throw rocks at the Jews
fleeing Gaza during the previous August traveling in a
convoy to escape the riots, a mission organised by the
two Jewish wives of British policemen serving in Gaza.

Earlier, on 26 August 1929, Arabs from Gaza—some
who were employed in the agricultural fields and
orchards of Beler Tuvia—participated in the attack on

But instead of Jews arguing among themselves, a better
discussion would focus on asking Arabs why they can live in
Jaffa, Nazareth and Haifa, yet any suggestion of Jews living
among Arabs is non-acceptable and non-negotiable.

In 637 CE, the Arabs conquered Gaza, killing Jews who
served in the city’s defense, among them descendants
of those who during the Byzantine period built a
synagogue there in 508 CE. Subsequently, Jews
returned and for three centuries until the Crusader
conquest in 1100 CE, the Jewish community in Gaza
restored itself. After the Crusaders’ defeat, centuries
passed before Jews managed to re-establish their
presence in the 14th century.

In 1481, it was recorded that around 70 Jewish families
resided in Gaza City. The 17th century saw Rabbi
Yisrael Najara producing his poetry and Natan the
Prophet declaring Shabtei Tzvi the Messiah. In 1799,
with the Napoleon conquest, the Jews fled again.
Under the late Ottoman period, stagnation set in all
around, and Jews were unwelcome in Gaza.

However, they returned in 1880, at the initiative of Zev
Klonimus Wissotzky, a leader of the Hovevei Zion
movement, who invested in commercial ventures in
Gaza, Shchem and Lod. Throughout the centuries,
Jews resettled the Land of Israel, all of it.

the moshav. They killed Dr Haim Yizraeli, the
Mandate-employed doctor for the south of the
country, while he was attending to a wounded Arab.
Binyamin Tzvi Rosen, who had hidden in the
synagogue, was beaten, stabbed to death and
disemboweled, and then rolled up into Torah scrolls
taken from the ark and set afire.

Gaza Arabs participated in the attacks on the kibbutzim
of the Western Negev as well as Kfar Darom, which was
founded in 1946 on land purchased by Jews in the early
1930s, today located across the street from the Deir Al-
Balah Primary School.

Between 1948 and 1967, no Jewish civilians lived in Gaza,
and after 2005, those who had returned to resettle the
area (more than 8,000) were expelled in fulfillment of
then-Israel Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s disengagement
plan. The Palestinian Authority/Fatah Party took control
until they were quickly and violently ousted by the
Hamas terrorist organisation in June 2007, two years
after the Israelis had vacated. Then came the invasion of
Hamas from Gaza on 7 October 2023. Obviously, the

presence of Jews resettling the Jewish national
homeland is not necessarily a cause of Arab terror.

Despite Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
repeatedly expressing opposition to plans for Jews to
resettle Gaza or at least become neighbours with the
Gazans—terming the idea ‘not realistic— there were
two significant gatherings to promote the idea. One
was during the past Sukkot holiday near Gaza and the
other, in Jerusalem, back on 28 January 2024. Both
were attended by ministers and Knesset members from
coalition parties.

In a recent essay in Mosaic, Shany Mor argued, among
other points, that what was wrong with the “settler
movement’—one that was engaged in “state
capture”—is that ultimately, wherever they were, they
were a main cause of Arab violence, Fatah or Hamas.
Justifying his thesis, he wrote:

“When a settler was murdered [at Homesh], the perverse
logic of the entire settlement movement took over ... the
threat to their safety remained and was, if anything, more
acute, so more soldiers needed to be sent there to protect
them, and roadblocks had to be set up, and so forth. The
Jenin sector, once the quietest part of the West Bank,
quickly became, together with nearby Nablus, not just a
focal point of skirmishes among settlers, the army, and
Palestinian militants, but also the epicenter of a new wave
of terrorism targeting Israelis in central Israel.”

Of course, no Jews present in Gaza for 23 years is a fact
that does not alter his thinking. Nor does the lack of
Jews anywhere across the former Green Line in Judea
and Samaria for 19 years affect it.

I'm not sure that resettling Jews in Gaza at this
moment in history is doable or even advisable. And for
sure, partisan protest gimmicks like trying to cross over
into the Strip during the war are insane. But instead of
Jews arguing among themselves, a better discussion
would focus on asking Arabs why they can live in Jaffa,
Nazareth and Haifa, yet any suggestion of Jews living
among Arabs is non-acceptable and non-negotiable.

Liberals and human-rights activists should equally be
asked if the banning of Jews from Gaza can be defined
as principled apartheid. Diplomats should be pressed
to explain why they are supporting a policy of an
exclusive uni-ethno state—moreover, one that is
autocratic, theocratic and unsustainable economically.
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Bring Them Home /-

“God Was with Me in the Tunnels”
The Psalm that Saved Sapir Cohen in Gaza Captivity

B Israel Today Staff

One of the most astounding stories of
heroism in this war is that of Sapir
Cohen. She was taken captive by Gaza
terrorists on 7 October and
miraculously released after 55 days. Her
story started six months before that
when twenty-six-year-old Sapir began to
have a horrible premonition. She was
fearful it meant she could soon die; and
therefore, she tried to stay very safe —
for example, refusing to go on a hot air
balloon or sky diving with her boyfriend
Sasha. She feared maybe she had a fatal
disease.

Though not orthodox, Sapir already had
an innate though unformed sense of
faith in God. She was so apprehensive of
sickness, that she felt only God could
save her and decided to start praying for
the first time. Sapir asked orthodox
Jewish women she worked with, for a
chapter of Psalms to pray for healing.
They could think of none. Then one day
while randomly scrolling through her
Instagram feed, an advertisement popped
up stating that anyone who would read
Psalm 27 daily for 30 days would be
healthy and have miracles and wonders.

Sapir: “Well this is exactly what I was
looking for. From that day 1 read this
chapter every day for 30 days. The last
day was 7 October.”

While praying Psalm 27 daily in
September 2023, Sapir was surprised to
discover she had learned the chapter by
heart. She was also surprised that Psalm
27 said nothing about sickness or health.
But it said much about victory in God
over fear, war and enemies, and
mentioned the word ‘Hamas’ [in verse 12,
translated as violence or malicious
accusations]. Sapir kept asking herself:
“Why am 1 praying this? What war am 1
praying to be saved from?”

On 7 October Sapir and her boyfriend
Sasha were spending the Simchat Torah
holiday at his parents’ house in Kibbutz
Nir Oz near the Gaza border, when all
hell broke loose. Early in the morning,
they began to hear the Hamas terrorists
taking over one house after another. As
her premonition came to pass in the
immediate danger of death, it finally
clicked:

“In that moment | understood the
meaning of my prayer [Psalm 27], and 1
was terrified. I was shaking. All my body
was [sweating], but 1 said the prayer
again and again. And when 1 said it, 1 felt
something. Deep, deep inside of me, 1
felt peace. And 1 said, ‘How can I feel
peace in this situation?!”

“And while 1 heard the terrorists outside,
1 just kept praying it over and over and

over and over again. And I say there is
no way it was a coincidence. And all the
time in captivity I proclaimed this
chapter every day. And in every new
place I would go [in captivity], I would
declare the chapter.”

In unimaginable circumstances, Sapir
became a uniquely hopeful daughter of
Israel. In place of paralysing fear; she
received strength, faith and mission.
Inconceivably, every day in captivity in
Gaza, Sapir proclaimed appreciation to
the Holy One of Israel:

“Thank you, God for sending me to this
place, because I feel all the power you
gave me. And 1 know how to use it to
protect myself and help all the other
captives.”

“Thank you God for all the angels you
sent to me here in this hell.”

Sapir says the other captives could not
understand how Sapir retained a
positive outlook; and that one of her
terrorist captors even admitted: “You are
my enemy. | hate you, but when you are
here, all this place is full of light.”

After 55 days and many miracles, Sapir
was released from captivity and returned
to Israel. Her boyfriend Sasha Trufanov
is still captive in Gaza. On 13 November
2024 the Islamic Jihad released a new
video from Gaza featuring Sasha talking,
after more than a year in captivity. (His
message, that the Jihadi captors obviously
wanted him to convey, was for Israeli
citizens to oppose IDF offenses in Gaza
and to pressure the government into
concessions and cease fire.) In the video
he appears healthy and speaks clearly.

Now set free, Sapir has devoted herself
to testifying in Israel and
internationally, while advocating for the

Your Kingdom
Come
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Lord’s Prayer is embedded in
contemporary Jewish faith.
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with equity” (Psalm 98).

Jesus’ ministry began with the

In this series, we explore how the

The kingdom of God is perhaps the
central theme in the Bible. The Old
Testament is full of it. The psalms sing
of God as King in every tone: “The
Lord reigns, He is robed in majesty”
(Psalm 93:1). His kingship is not limited
to Israel but extends to the whole
world and all nations. This is sung out
as a fact and as an expectation. God
appears as King and He comes as
judge of the earth. “He will judge the
world in righteousness and the peoples

Sapir Cohen (left), Lena Trufanov, mother of hostage Sasha Trufanov and freed hostage Danielle Aloni
take part in a ceremony for the release of hostages. | Photo: Avshalom Sassoni/Flashgo

release of Sasha and all the remaining
101 captives. Israel fears many of them
are no longer alive, and the IDF adjusts
certain military offenses so as not to
inadvertently kill them.

Sapir told PBS: “When | came back 1
asked myself the same question like in
Gaza, ‘Why did God send me back? And
I decided that I have to tell my story.”

The Words from Beyond

For your edification, these are words of
Psalm 27 Sapir prayed in the land of
death, in the Hamas dungeon tunnels:

The Lord is my light and my
salvation—whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of
whom shall 1 be afraid?

When the wicked draw near to devour me,
it is my enemies and my foes who will

proclamation of the kingdom of God.
“And Jesus went throughout Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the

kingdom, and healing every disease and

sickness among the people” (Matthew

same message: “Repent, for the
Kingdom of heaven has come near”
(Matthew 3:2). When “kingdom of

heaven” is mentioned in Matthew, the

other gospels mention “kingdom of
God”. Both have the same meaning.
Matthew applies a Jewish way of
speaking to avoid pronouncing the
Name of God.

In the ancient Jewish Kaddish prayer,
after the sanctification of God’s
Name, prayers are said for God’s
kingdom to come: “May He establish

4:23). Earlier, John the Baptist had the

stumble and fall.

Though an army besiege me, my heart will
not fear; though war break out against me,
even then I will be confident.

One thing 1 ask from the Lord, this only do
I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the
beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his
temple.

For in the day of trouble he will keep me
safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the
shelter of his sacred tent and set me high
upon a rock...

I would have lost heart, had I not believed
that I would see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.

Hope in the Lord; Be of good courage, And
He shall strengthen your heart; Hope, I say,
in the Lord!

His kingdom during your lifetime and
during the lifetime of all the House of
Israel, soon and in our days.”

Jews utter a berachah, a blessing, at all
kinds of everyday events; when
consuming food or drink (not only
with wine or bread, but also with fruit
or a glass of water. Also when you see
something beautiful, or when you go
to the toilet, and so on). Always in the
berachah, God is honoured as King:
Blessed are You, King of eternity...

What is the kingdom of God? From the
psalm texts mentioned and from Jewish
prayers, it becomes clear that it is first
and foremost about His kingship. He is
king, which must be proclaimed and
acknowledged. When that happens and
the world conforms to God’s kingship,
then the kingdom has come.
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The Long Way Home

H Yulia Berman

Director | First Home in the Homeland

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face
shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face
toward you and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26

A family from Kharkov joined the ‘First Home in the
Homeland’ programme a few months ago and now
reside in kibbutz Mashabei Sadeh in the middle of the
Negev desert. Reflecting on our first Zoom call with
them, it’s striking how far they’'ve come. Back then,
their faces were marked with worry and hesitation—a
reflection of the immense challenges they had faced.
They were forced to leave their beloved home in
Kharkov and start their whole life from scratch.

The family’s life in Kharkov had been stable and
fulfilling. Tatyana, the mother, worked tirelessly for 15
years to rise from a bank manager to the head of a
branch. Sergey, the father, owned and operated a
passenger transportation company. Their three
children were thriving in school, kindergarten, and
extracurricular activities. Life seemed settled and
secure.

But 2022 changed everything. Tanks appeared on rural
roads, and bombs fell perilously close to their home (in
the photo bottom right, you see their house in Kharkov).

In the face of unimaginable danger, they made the
heart-wrenching decision to flee. After relocating to
central Ukraine, they moved to Hungary, enduring
four days of travel filled with uncertainty. They slept in

Daria, the family’s eldest daughter is in the foreground.

Tulchin, a small town in the

like a precious, God-given

Sergey, Tatyana and their children with all their family in Kharkov. | Photos: First Home in the Homeland

dormitories and schools, and upon crossing the border,
found refuge with a compassionate Hungarian family
in Budapest where they stayed for a year.

In Budapest, they met another family from their
neighbourhood in Kharkov who recommended they
contact an educational centre that had been set up by
voluntary teachers from Ukraine. Tatyana joined them
as a co-founder and as a teacher. She taught math to
children who had been forced to leave their homes,
while Sergei worked as a driver.

Meanwhile, their children tried to adapt to Hungarian
schools but eventually continued their education
online due to difficulties integrating with classmates.
Though life felt paused, their shared struggles
strengthened their bond. A turning point came when
their eldest daughter, Daria, decided to join the NAALE
programme in Israel. She passed all the necessary
exams and enrolled at Mevoot Iron School in
November 2023, just weeks after the devastating events
of 7 October. Inspired by Daria, the rest of the family
followed suit. In August, Tatyana, Sergey, and their
younger children arrived in Israel and joined the ‘First
Home in the Homeland’ programme, reuniting with
Daria and beginning a new chapter in their lives in the
Promised Land.

The family is now smiling and full of hope and plans
for the future. They are embracing the transition step

these survivors is deeply moving.
One of them told us: “It feels as if

by step, or ‘leat, leat’, as we say in Israel. Tatyana and
Sergey are learning Hebrew in Ulpan, their children are
integrated into local schools, and Daria visits them on
weekends, making their time in their new homeland
truly special. Despite the challenges of arriving during
a turbulent period, they feel safe and cared for, thanks
to the dedication of volunteers and coordinators.

We hope this will be a good start for them in Israel and
we will support them with your help and prayers!
Thanks to your loving kindness, such stories happen!

We welcome your support for families integrating into
Israel through First Home in the Homeland.
Will you help? Any amount helps.

Vinnitsa region in Ukraine, was
once a thriving shtet! with a vibrant
Jewish community. It was a
picturesque and peaceful place
until the tragic events of World
War 11. During that dark time, not
many were able to survive the
atrocities of the Nazis. While many
perished, a few people became
living witnesses of these horrific
crimes. They made a solemn
promise to the Almighty to share
their stories with future
generations.

Today, only four Holocaust
survivors remain in Tulchin. Each
time we come to visit them it feels

opportunity—a privilege to spend
time together, offer hugs, and bless
them. We never come empty-
handed; the food parcels we bring
are a tangible expression of our love
and care. These packages are not
only vital for the physical survival
of these elderly people, especially
during Ukraine’s ongoing war,
harsh winter months, and
economic hardships, but they also
serve as a powerful testimony of
God’s unconditional and
everlasting love for His chosen
people. They are often the key to
people’s heart.

The gratitude we receive from

God Himself visited me.”

Another shared:, “We don’t need
much anymore; life has passed so
quickly. But knowing that someone
cares about us, makes our days
brighter. You nourish our bodies
and fill our souls with love and
hope.”

In blessing these survivors, we are
blessed in return. And we carry
these blessings forward to everyone
who supports and loves the Jewish
people.

Food Parcels Bless Survivors in Tulchin

Alina of C41 Ukraine delivers a food parcel. | Photo: C41 Ukraine
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Our Projects )-

Battling Rising Costs to Serve Those in Need

Food prices in Israel have surged
dramatically last year due to scarcity
caused by the war situation. Hineni’s
soup kitchen, located in the heart of
Jerusalem, also experiences the
consequences of the war in several ways.

“Since 7 October 2023, everything in
Israel has changed,” says Benjamin Philip,
director of Hineni. “Our work at the soup
kitchen has become far more demanding.
Across the country, including here at
Hineni, staff shortages are a pressing
issue, as many employees have been
called to military service. Additionally,
migrant workers and volunteers are
staying away due to the situation.”

The rising costs of food have further
complicated operations. Benjamin
explains, “Previously, | could pick up
fruit and vegetables at a discount just
before the market closed, but now
there’s nothing left by then. This
inflation has extended beyond groceries.
“The cost of nearly everything in Israel
has risen sharply. This inevitably
increases the number of people reliant
on food aid. We at Hineni want to help,
but it is a daunting task for our small
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Christian Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC) $
Arab Christians (First Baptist Church in Bethlehem) $

team,” he notes. The challenges include
a 15% increase in the rent for their
facilities, as well as soaring energy costs,
which make running essential
appliances such as ovens, frying pans,
refrigerators, and freezers very
expensive.

Hineni’s mission extends beyond
serving meals. “We aim to make our
guests feel at home,” says Benjamin. “It’s
not just about filling plates; it’s about
offering a welcoming space and a
listening ear.”

In fact, Hineni once started as an aid
organisation for victims of war and
terror and remains committed to this
legacy. “Over the past year, in addition
to meals, we have therefore been busy
offering psychological help to survivors
of that terrible 7 October attack. “Just
yesterday, for instance, | spoke with
Arielle, the youngest survivor of the
Nova music festival massacre.
Drawing from my own experiences as
the son of a Holocaust survivor, 1 can
provide support to people like her,
ultimately with the aim of bringing
people closer to the Eternal one.”

A meal at Hineni costs $15

In 2025, Christians for Israel aims to donate
100,000 meals to the poor of Israel.

Will you help?

You can donate by completing the coupon below.
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